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PURCHASES OF OILS AND FATS BY THE UNITED STATES

AND THE UNITED KINGDOM

The Combined Food Board announces that an Agreement has been reached which

provides for exclusive buying by the United States in certain prescribed regions of the

world and by the United Kingdom in other areas, on behalf of all the Governments adhering
to the Agreement, of fats, oils and oilseeds available to the United Nations throughout
the world.

The plan was worked out after the Combined Food Board, in collaboration with the

more vitally interested Governments, had made a comprehensiv
e,

although preliminary,

survey of the supplies of fats andoils available to the United Nations in relation to

essential war tine needs. Because of the urgency of the situation disclosed by the

survey, the Board recommended a plan for the co-ordinated purchase and allocation of

frets, oils and oilseeds. This recommendation has been accepted by the food authorities

of the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South

Africa, and is now in effect.

The agreement provides: -

1, That the United States will be the exclusive purchaser or on behalf of the

Governments adhering to the Agreement of the following:--

(a) All oilseeds and oils and fats in the North and South American

Continents, including the Caribbean Islands,' with the exception
of annual fats in Argentina and Uruguay;

(b) Copra in Tahiti and all fighting french pacific Islands;

(c) All oilseeds and oils and fats in Portuguese Africa, Spanish Africa

and Liberia,

2, That the United Kingdom will be the exclusive purchaser on behalf' of all the

adhering Governments of the following:

(a.) All animal forks in Argentina and Uruguay,

(b) All oilseeds and oils and fats in British Aspire countries, with the

exception of territory specified in 1 (a.);

(c) All oilseeds and oils and fats in fighting french Africa;

(d) All oilseeds and oils and fats in the Belgian Congo.

The supplies purchased by these two Governments will be allocated among the

United Nations according to recommendations made from time to time by the Combined

Food Board and accepted by the Governments in question.
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About one third of all United States fats and oils consumption is for

non-food uses, chiefly for soap, glycerine for explosives, paints, varnishes

lacquers and ether industrial uses. The principal food uses Include butter,

lard, lard compounds* salad and cooking oils, margarine and confectionery. In

supplies in prospect without some restriction upon the total consumption of

fats and oils in the United States, this amount is still not adequate for

maintaining existing stocks and prospective domestic, civilian, military, and

Lend Lease requirements, and also to provide insurance against possible future

contingencies. Such a restriction has now been imposed under W.P.B. General

Preference Order, M-71, as amended September 22, 1942, which limits the use of

various fats and oils to definite percentages and allocates supplies to manu-

facturers and processors accordingly. With this Order in effect, it will be

possible to build up adequate reserves for meeting such possible future

contingencies as further loss of imports, possible crop failure, or further

increases in Lend/Lease needs.

The shortage of fats is more severe in Britain, which normally depends on

imports, including whale oil, for about 95 per cent of its fats end oils supply,
these imports coming chiefly iron the Pacific Area, Africa, India, United States

and South America, Because of the shortage of fats end oils in the United

Kingdom, severe reductions in consumption have Been imposed there. The basic

civilian ration in Great Britain is eight ounces of fats and oils per week, of

which not more than two ounces may be butter.

This plan for co-ordinated buying of fats end oils by the United States

and the United Kingdom is a pert of the general strategy of the Combined- Food

Board which seeks to make possible the efficient procurement and allocation of

the various important food supplies available to the United Nations for the

combined war effort.

Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. Wickard and the Hon. R.H. Brand of the

British Food mission are the joint members of the Combined Food Board, represent-

ing the United States and the United Kingdom respectively.

MINISTRY OF FOOD
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