
27.9.42 - No, 11

THE WOMENN'S SERVICES - A RECRUITING APPEAL

Following is the text of tonight’s postscript (to follow the

9 o'clock home news) by General Sir Ronald Adam, Adjutant General

to the forces:-

Today is the fourth birthday of the Auxiliary Territorial Service - and I

want to congratulate every member of that service on all they have done for the

Army in the course of four memorable years. In the Mixed Batteries, on

Searchlights, as Wireless Operators, as Cooks and Orderlies, as Motor Drivers and

in many other capacities they have shown the true spirit of Service, The Army
is very grateful to them. It is very proud of them too.

Today is also the eve of a combined recruiting campaign for all three

women’s services - The Women's Royal Naval Service, the Auxiliary Territorial

Service and the Women’s Auxiliary Air force. The fact that, although it is a

combined campaign, I, as a soldier, have been invited to speak to you on behalf

of all three services shows that there is co-operation between the Women's Services,
as there is between the fighting Services, That is as it should be. In the

midst of a life and death struggle such as this, there is no time or place for

inter-Service rivalries and jealousies, not if we are to make the maximum effort

required. The Navy, the Army and the Air force are all proud of their women -

and each Women’s Service has its own "esprit-de-corps." Pride in one's own

Service and co-operation with the other Services can and must go together.

As the War lengthens, the need for man-power in the fighting Services

increases. It was so in the Great War 1914 to 1918; the first demand, in the

early years of the war, was for "weapons and munitions, then us the flow of these

increased, the demand for men to use them grew. To assume the offensive on the

greatest possible scale, and at the earliest possible moment, is the wish of each

fighting service. To do this successfully, we want every fit man in the fighting
line - to man the ships, aircraft, tanks, guns and rifles which the munition

workers in this country and America have provided. Trained reserves are needed,

too, behind the lines, to fill the gaps caused in battle.

To free those men for the offensive, the fighting forces require

more and more women to step into their places. The demand for women has been

made more urgent by the magnificent work which women in the services have already
done, Wherever I go, l am asked if I cannot provide more A.T.S, to do this or

that task. Recently I was in the Middle East, I saw there the fine work that

the Palestine A.T.S, and the women of the empire services are doing.

I am speaking from practical experience - and I know that exactly the same

thing is happening in the Royal Navy and the Royal Air force. All three Services

are finding new jobs for women to do - and the women never lot us down! They

have proved equal, and more than equal, to every demand that we have made on them.

The Women's Services have expanded from nothing to many, many thousands in

a few years. I wonder if the citizens of Great Britain realise what an effort

that expansion has involved - and how much we owe to the women responsible for

it? The fighting services themselves have, of course, increased manyfold, too,

but they had a considerable nucleus of regulars, reserves, volunteers and

territorials upon which to fall back.
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The women had nothing. After demobilisation in the last war the women’s services
ceased to exist. The spirit of service was kept alive by a mere handful of

ex-service women, but, even so, when the present war came, along, the women’s

services had very little foundation to build on, They have achieved a great
expansion, not without difficulties. They have consolidated their position;
and,now they are ready to absorb another great, influx of recruits,

Now a word about the actual tasks that await women in the Services, These

are many and various,

The W.R.N.S. want radio-mechanics to look after the instruments of the Fleet

Air Arm, They need cooks, stewards, motor-drivers and clerks, and many recruits

are, wanted to service and maintain.,small craft and armaments.

The W.A.A.F. has 60 trades openand some vacancies in allof then; thousands

of recruits are required as cooks, motor-drivers, balloon operators*and aircraft

hands',

The most urgent demand of the A.T.S. is for women to work the instruments in

the A.A. batteries which will be protecting our cities this winter, There is

also a very great need for motor-drivers and mechanics, and for cooks and orderlies.

Youwill see that the; demand for cooks is common to all three services. This is

above all a woman’s job, I have heard that women do not care very much for the

idea of going in for it, but I find, from experience, that once they have been

trained and have settled down to, the job of cooking for the services, almost all

of them find it interesting, And there can be no doubt as to its being useful.

Napoleon’s dictum tint ”an Army marches on its stomach" is as true today as ever

it was, and if you learn to cook, you will not only be making a major contribution

to the war, you will also be raking for contentment in the home when the war is over,

I only hope that I have said enough to rake it quite plain that there are jobs in

the services suited to all. You nay perhaps have no particular aptitude for any

one task - or there nay be no vacancy in your particular line. If- so,
then you

can receive excellent training to enable you to do something that is worthwhile

doing.

My own experience shows me that everyone is happiest doing the job most suited

to his or her capabilities. It is not always easy to attain thathappy ideal,

though - every effort is, made to, attain it. The Service you joinwill do its

best to fit you into, or train you, for the job that is most suited to you. At

any rate, I can assure you that they are all jobs which simply must be done.

I want to appeal to the women of Great Britain to join the women’s services

of the fighting forces, My appeal is directed firstly to all single women, both

those who are not in employment and those who happen to be in employment from which

they can be spared, I know that the great majority of single women are already
in the Services, or in munitions and ether essential war work, but there are still

some single women who can join.

Secondly, I wait to appeal to the married women - and I include the wives of

menwho are in the fighting forces - married womenwho have no children to look
after, who are not in employment from which they can be

spared. I do realise, of course, that there are jobs on the home front too that

are vital to winning the war. For example, wives of men on munitions and other

work are looking after their men-folk and are doing essential service. It may be

impossible for them to join the Services, yet if they can join -and cook for the

fighting services, they are filling a gap that I mentioned before.

what I would ask every woman to ask herself is this, "am I doing work which

is essential to winning the war?" •If you are in any doubt regarding this, go to

the nearest recruiting centre or employment exchange, and tell them that you

want to volunteer for the services. They will tell you whether you can be

spared from your present work.
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And now a word about conditions in the services which you are about

to join. The well-being of worsen in those services is in the hands of

women. Nothing has annoyed the men of the fighting services mere than

the malicious and unwarranted attacks that have been made on the women's

services. That has been fifth column work of the worst kind, A report

on conditions in the women's services has been, made recently by a cmomittee

presided over by Miss Violet Markham. Extracts from that report have been

published in the press, I hope you have seen then. The report has laid

these evil rumours low once and for all.

I want to assure husbands and parents that the welfare of women in

the services is very well looked after. The food and the cooking is

good, Recently I visited a unit and was told of the women, in it that they
had collectively put on one ton and a half of weight since joining the

service. I won't give away the name of the unit, for fear they night

consider the story a libel, I can only assure you, however, that the ladies

looked fit - and not fat!

The discipline, the spirit of comradeship and the spirit of service

make for contentment and a high, standard of morale, And here I will make

another point, which should, I think, appeal to women.

When visiting mixed units I have always been very struck by the spirit
that prevailed. The standard of these units is invariably high, it meals

and off duty there is a spirit of homo life introduced into the barrack-

room life, which seems to make a happy unit. Make no mistake, however,
when the call for action comes, there is no relaxation of effort. Men

and women serve side by side as a well drilled and efficient machine, I

wish you could see such mixed units. They have a great pride in their

efficiency.

When I talk of welfare, I an not asserting that, when you join the

services, you will never suffer from cold, or discomfort or hardship - nor

that you will not at times be in danger, I do not believe that the women

of Great Britain want such an assurance* They are just as prepared to

undergo hardship, if that is necessary far victory, as are the women of

Russia - or of the occupied territories of Europe, Think what the women

of Stalingrad must have been going through in the last few weeks. Think

what the women of Moscow went through last winter. Think of the villages
before Moscow, with all their houses in ruins and the temperature at

40 below zero!

To finish off the war, and to ensure victory, I know that you will be

prepared to undergo any hardships in the cause of freedom.

I know that the women of Great Britain will respond to the needs of

the fighting services. These needs are very urgent and very immediate.

Think very carefully over all I have said.

If you are prepared to join, you can choose whichever service you

prefer. The services are ready to receive you; the training establish-

ments ore prepared; the jobs await you, You will be, releasing men from

those jobs - and those men are urgently needed at the earliest possible

moment, to be placed and trained for their role in the great offensive.

The war moves on to a climax. Time presses. Join now. You will never

regret joining the women’s services, because you will be certain that you

are where the country needs you most, and that you will be a member of a

team where the spirit of service is very high!
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