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The following broadcast by

Sir Stafford Cripps will be made about

8.30p.m. on Sunday, 27th September 1942,

at St, Matthew's Church, Moorfields, Bristol,

Yesterday afternoon there was a great meeting at the Albert Hall in London,
a meeting of Christian men and women addressed by the Archbishops and by others;

I sought at that meeting to show the part which the Church might and ought to play

in our every-day life here and now, in accomplishing on earth that Kingdom of God

which we pray should come to bring happiness, health and peace to all nations.

I want this evening to deal with the responsibility And duties of the individual

Christian, rather than of the Church which is the organised and corporate expression
of our faith.

Let me put a question to you - and to myself* Thy do we trouble about religion
at all? Does it really mean anything to us? Is it merely the survival of a rather

ignorant superstition, of which we, ought to be half-ashamed?,

The first thing that we must realise is that it either means, everything or

nothing* There is no half-way position that it con occupy in our lives.

If the teaching of Christ is true in substance then we have been born into a

world of God's creation in which His purpose is being manifested and worked out, be

cannot prove this fact in the way in which we try to prove a scientific law, because

we are incapable of observing the supernatural working of the divine mind. We must

either accept or reject this fundamental hypothesis as the basis of our life here on

earth.

If we reject it, then truly religion is to us nothing more then a mystical

superstition and we pursue it only as a kind of insurance, In case there may, after

all, be something in it. Our fear of death and our hope that there may be some life

after lath may lead us perhaps to a self-deception that appears at times comforting
but which is in the last resort empty and meaningless.

If on the other hand we have faith in Christ, then we must accept his teaching

as the most profound human interpretation of God’s, purpose. It is the explanation
in sample terras, easily understood by the very ordinary people towhom He preached,
of the way of life which we must adopt if we are to realise the object of God’s creation.

To appreciate" the meaning of what He taught-we do not need to bo any more

skilled in theology than were the simple folk whom Jesus chose as his disciples.

Our faith is not concerned with the theological complexities that have grown up

around and encumbered Christ’s teaching over the last nineteen hundred years, nor with

the ritual, dogma, or symbolism of particular creeds. These may help some in their

devotion and may turn away others, but they are not essential to our faith in God’s

purpose as disclosed to us through the words of Jesus,

The essence of those words and of our Christian faith is the brotherhood of man

in love. The Kingdom of God upon earth is to be achieved and it will be accomplished

through this divine power of love. The outward and visible sign of that inward and

spiritual grace is a brotherly end self-sacrificing co-operation in ordering the

affairs of this world.

It is not difficult to realise that if, and it seems today to be a very big if,
all our human relationships were to be so regulated we should indeed win the Utopia,

which, in one form or another, has been so often pictured for us as the ideal at

which we aim.

The self-satisfied forecasts of those who believed in the essential kindliness

and goodwill of mankind, with its- inevitable development through scientific discovery

to a better and happier state of civilisation have been rudely shattered. Science

has made our lives more dangerous, more tragic and more brutal through its application
to the methods of mutual destruction and torture, What at one time was taken to be a

clear and easy road to happiness his in fact led us to the chaotic disaster of

Hitlerism, Unless there is some purpose greater thin man’s purpose, who is to say

that Hitler’s ways and ideals are not right and will not triumph?
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It is only if we have and accept some standard outside and above our human selves

such, as that set before us by Christ, that we can have a touchstone by which we nay,
with complete confidence, judge, of the rightness or wrongness of any human course

of action, whether it be Hitler's or our own.

Our weakness or selfishness in not obeying God 's purpose has brought us to the

pass in which we how find ourselves.

Our power as Christian individuals to follow Christ 's rule of life is dependent
not only upon our fin-mess of character but also upon the environment in which we

findourselves. In the past we have ourselves, either positively or by neglect,

helped to create that environment, The laws that we, as democratic electors have

enacted the customs that we as citizens have built up, and the social habits which

in our, separate interests, we are daily creating and changing, all form part of those

surroundings to our life which play so large a part in determining whether it is

practicable for us to live lives according to our Christian faith.

We nay allow ourselves to, got inured, as many of us have, to evil conditions in

our city or country by passively all-wing their continued existence, as for instance

poverty, slumdom and ill-health, We may on the other hand help to create in a

positive way unhappiness or tragic suffering by our self-seeking, our jealousy and

our personal acquisitiveness, A wrong sense of values, absorbed from our material

surroundings, may blunt the whole purpose and effect of our Christian beliefs.

We have then a double task before us, First so to conduct ourselves as

individual Christians that, in spite of the difficulties of our surroundings we nay

work towards the establishment of God's Kingdom here, in Bristol, and throughout our

country and the world; and second so to influence and change our social, economic

and political environment as to encourage both ourselves and others to take the

Christian way of life.

Neither of these tasks is easy. The fact that over nineteen hundred years

after Jesus was crucified we are experiencing the greatest and most brutal war

that has ever been fought proves the difficulty of our objective. The history of

those nineteen centuries is filled with the records of brave, self-sacrificing

Christians who sought to teach their fellow-men how to follow Christ. Often they

were tortured and murdered for their faith, but through their suffering that faith

has lived on.

Do not let us then imagine that it is to some easy and painless task that we

are called, Far from it. The forces against which we now fight with all our

night are the forces of tyranny and oppression, or self-aggrandisement and racial

exclusiveness which deny the very basis of our faith. But they are not the only

adverse forces that exist in the world.. Before, this war Christianity was struggling

desperately for its survival against the inequalities and injustices which we, as

Christians, allowed, and sometimes encouraged to survive. After the war the sane

struggle will have to be fought, but with an even greater determination.

How often have we been told, of every kind of human activity, that unity is

strength? It is one of those obvious truths which it is easy to obey so long as

the unity lies within small dimensions, but much more difficult to follow when the

unity we seek is world-wide, be have in this war accomplished a greater degree

of national and international unity than ever before in recent tines. The driving

force of fear has compelled us, in the hope of survival, to band closely together

against the common enemy.

Many of us have sacrificed much to the cause of our common - defence

survival. Tens of thousands of our fellow citizens have given life itself for our

protection. The unexampled, heroism of our people and of those, with whom we are

allied, has been a great example of how strength comes with unity. And yet, when we
are freed from this pressing fear of catastrophe and conquest, we tend, to forget these

lessons. Such has been the experience after every war that has yet been fought,

It was one's experience after the last war. Will our failure to loam make us

powerless once again when victory over the evil forces of Nazi-ism has been won?

We as Christians were taught by Christ himself that we must combine

in our common task. The Church has been and is for us today the organ for that

Christian co-operation. But what a weak and ineffective implement we have made it

in the battle against evil.
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What should we say if in an army ready to meet the enemy the corporate life of

the soldiers was as lax and as ineffective as the corporate life of our Church?

Defeat would be inevitable, and we should declare it well-deserved, We can no more

fight alone as Christians than we can fight alone as soldiers, We too need Christian

discipline and organisation. We must have a communion of spiritual forces, as great
as the common effort of material forces, if we are to succeed in our task of creating
the Kingdom of God here on earth.

All of us are prepared to give, to our last ounce, to win this war but how

many of us will be prepared to make as great a sacrific to win, for Christ, the peace?.

It all comes back to our sense of true values, We are prepared to combine for

our common defence against the enemy; some of us will combine for politicial purposes;

some to protect our interests as traders or workers, but how many are willing to work

together effectively as Christians for God’s purpose, the greatest purpose in all the

world?.

And yet without that combination, without the vital strength of a living Church

we cannot muster the forces of Christianity, nor can we inspire the people with faith

in a world, to be ordered by the brotherhood of man.

Our Church has lost its strength and power because it has failed to give the

world the leadership for which it looks* Our communion in the Church is feeble

because the Church seems to many of us to be apart from and sometimes almost unaware

of the injustices which press upon our people. Our Church is not looked to as the

burning and fanatical champion of the poor and of the oppressed, it has settled down

to an easy acceptance of "society-as-it-is", it has become part and parcel of our

existing civilisation with little apparent regard, for how far that way of life accords

with Christ’s teaching or the rule of God. We often sing or hear sung Blake’s

magnificent "New Jerusalem", but do we feel that those splendid and challenging

lines are appropriate to our own desires?.

"Bring me my bow of burning gold

Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear!

O clouds unfold!

Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,

Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand

Till we have built Jerusalem

In England's green and pleasant land,"

It is that intense and courageous spirit of happy determination that we must

show if we are to revivify tho faith - and power of our church.

For we individual Christians are together the Church,

We ourselves, in the hard times that lie ahead, times harder than any that we

have yet been through, shall waver and falter unless we have a faith and a conviction

that we are striving towards a new Christian civilisation, We must have a purpose

deeper, more positive and. more compelling than fear or even self-defence, we need

the spirit that drove our ancestors far out into the unknown world as happy singing
crusaders in the cause of Christ; we need the knowledge that we can rely upon His

promise and God's purpose to lead us to victory not only over the forces of evil

which face us now but over those other more subtle, loss obvious, but no loss powerful

forces which will oppose us when the war is over.

The prospect today appears so dark and the one objective so overwhelmingly
difficult that we may be discouraged by the insignificance of cur own apparent power

and capability. But if we analyse what we term "the great world, forces" we find, that

they are in fact made up of the millions upon millions of tiny insignifcant acts

which each one of us does every day*
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I remember how enormously impressed I was by this fact when I drove up the

Burma road into china. That great engineering feat which may well have altered

the whole future history of the Asiatic continent was built up by millions of little

baskets of earth carried by hand by men, women and children day in, day out, working

patiently, courageously in their country's cause. if each one of them had said

what can my little basketful do, no road would ever have been built over those

trackless mountains and valleys. it was because they each stuck to their right

job, insignificant though it was, that the great end was accomplished in record time*

So it is that our selfless devotion in a great cause, our continuing and

continued, acts, each one small and insignificant, will build the Kingdom of God here

on earth in the most real and tangible form.

We shall not succeed if we merely seek to save our own souls by our religions
exercises - for then assuredly we shall lose them - but -we must concentrate upon the

task, both individually and as members of the church, of creating the Kingdom of God

here on earth* in that task we shall find our own personal salvation is

indissolubly linked with the social salvation of our own people and of all the

peoples of the world.

If we feel dismayed, as sometimes we shall, or frustrated at our own inability
or at the irritating opposition of others we con refresh ourselves in Hie communion

of our fellow Christians and strengthen ourselves at the fountain of divine power

from which Christ has taught us to draw our inspiration.

Just as today the brutality and violence of our enemies and the intensity of

our own suffering strengthens our resistance and our determination, so must our

spiritual force and power react to the attack upon the Christian way .of life. we

must not be ashamed or half-hearted in our convictions, or apologetic in our

advocacy of Christ's way, we know God’s purpose, from the very lips of Christ

Himself; in that purpose we go forward to conquer evil and to establish His kingdom
of love and happiness hero in our troubled and tragic world.
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