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THE BATTLE FOR BALSA BOARD

Model Aeroplane Wood Now Makes Life-Floats & Cargo Planes

Deep in the tangled Jungles of Ecuador an elderly prospector who spent his

earlier years mapping the uncharted forest reserves of South America But had retired

before the war is risking his life with a body of experts to discover accessible

stands of trees to provide essential material for the United Nations, Fallowing; the

experts, gangs of lumbermen hack their way through the undergrowth to cut down the

trees for Balsa wood, now in great demand to replace scarce light metals, such as

aluminium.

Before the war, millions of boys played with model aeroplanes made from Balsa

wood.

Today, all non-essential use is prohibited by the United States Government and

every foot of Balsa wood is allocated for making life-floats to save the dives of

seamen who run the United Nations' life-lines; to contribute to the production of

trainer planes for fledgling pilots; and to enter into the construction of giant

cargo planes to carry supplies to,the fronts in Russia, Egypt, Britain and Australia.

Balsa wood is only half as heavy as cork but pound for pound is stronger than

spruce. It grows fast, shooting 50 feet in five years, when it is ready for cutting.

Preparation of the board is a race against time, for the wood spoils quickly after the

trees have been felled, unless it is dried immediately. It can be air-dried or kiln-dried but
air-drying is impossible in Ecuador during the long rainy season from December to

April and hitherto, there has not been enough capacity for kiln-drying in Ecuador,

So the Combined War Materials Board in Washington has ordered the shipment of a

new kiln to Ecuador which will add 2,000,000 feet of board to the 1943 supply.

Balsa wood must be carefully graded, the lighter grades going into aircraft

production, the heavier being used for life-floats and other essential war production.

Normal peace-time grading methods have proved inadequate to maintain the enormous

supplies necessary for war purposes and the Boards have recommended a new grading

system.

The battle for Balsa wood. supplies is being fought for the United Nations from

Washington, The U.S. Defence Supplies Corporation purchases the whole output and

the Combined War Materials Board allocates supplies to the various United Nations

through their official representatives in Washington. At the request of the Board

the War Shipping Administration ensures that ships' are available at the right ports
at the right time to collect and deliver the wood where it is needed.
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