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FOOD FOR POST-WAR EUPDPE

RELEIF BUREAU NOW A YEAR OLD

September 24 is the anniversary of the conference at St, James's palace,

London, at which, a year ago, the machinery for the post-war relief of sufferers

in occupied Europe was set in motion.

The conference was under the presidency of Mr, Anthony Eden, the Foreign

Secretary, and at it a resolution was: passed stating

"that as a first step a Bureau should be established by His Majesty's
Government in the UniteKingdom with which the Allied Governments

and authorities would collaborate in framing estimates of their

requirements; and which after collating and co-ordinating these

estimates 'would present proposals to a committee of Allied representa-
tives under the chairmanship of Sir-Frederick Leith-Ross",

Out of that resolution the Allied post-war Acquirements Bureau was born.

The Bureau has, since then, been in constant touch with the Allied Governments,

from all of whom it has received provisional estimates of their post-war require-
ments for foodstuffs, Those estimates are revised periodically in order to allow

forpresumed changes in the state of the countries' supplies which take place as

the war proceeds.

Most Allied countries have also submitted lists of their medical requirements
and for all or at least the most important classes of raw materials and industrial

goodS,

All these estimates take full account of the estimated changes which the war

may have brought about in the productive capacity of each country concerned.

Restoration of Food Production

It was early apparent that several problems connected with post-war require-
ments would require more than purely statistical consideration.

The level of European food production at the end of the war was difficult to

assess without a careful study of all the evidence of the contemporary state of

European agriculture, while experience after the last war showed that to restore

food production it was essential to reconstitute live-stock herds and provide

adequate supplies of seeds, implements and fertilisers.

With large populations reduced below the minimum of adequate

nutrition a simple return of pre-war imports of some essential food-

stuffs would not be enough to restore health, a much more carefully

balanced diet might be needed, and questions of vitamin content and

the equivalent value of different foodstuffs called for the attention

of expert nutritionists.

In the same way the medical problems of a continent on the morrow of a great

upheaval and the probable incidence of epidemic disease, the provision, of drugs
and sera suited to the conditions and habits of each country could only be deter-
mined by medical men with European experience

Transport, again, is not simply. a matter of ocean transit, it involves the

complex problems of restoring inland transport on a continent where several
countries have no seaboard and where the moans of communication have been a

military target throughout the war. This again is a matter for expert

investigation.
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Agriculture the Chief Problem

Of these problems agriculture is the most important, and the inter-Allied

Committee early this year set up a Technical Advisory Committee to deal with

agricultural questions.

The Agricultural Committee has met at frequent intervals under the

chairmanship of Sir John Russell of the Rothamsted Experimental Station. It has

produced a detailed report on the probable post-war seed requirements of the

occupied Allied countries of Europe, expressing the opinion that, it may he

necessary to prepare for the acquisition and distribution of very large quantities
of seeds and specifying in detail the types required, the sources of supply

which, in point of climate and latitude, would be appropriate to each Allied

country, and the time of year at which delivery would have to be made.

A similar study of the livestock position is in course of completion, and

will cover the preswnt state of European livestock, the import of feeding-stuffs,
the possible import of breeding .stock from outside occupied Europe, and the

application of modern veterinary science to the speeding up of natural increase.

Fertilisers and agricultural labour stand next in the list of subjects to be

considered.

WHEAT POOL

At the same time the International wheat discussions held in the United

States have elicited a notable contribution to the re-provisioning of Europe by

the creation of a wheat Pool to be available for relief wherever circumstances

make such relief practicable.

The Governments of Canada, the United Kingdom and the

United States have already promised a total of

100,000,000 bushels to this pool and further contributions

are premised by the major overseas wheat exporters.

This wheat will be distributed through such inter-governmental relief

body as may ultimately undertake the provisioning of destitute areas.

PROBLEMS OF THE FAR EAST

A further change has been the extension of the war in the Far East, with

the consequence that relief is not a purely European problem and that the

liberation of lands now in Japanese occupation will bring their own problems
of human distress.

The Allied Post-War Requirements Bureau enters its second year with plans

still to be perfected and machinery to be devised. Its 'work cannot, in the

nature of things, be complete, since the situation with which it will have to

deal is subject to continuous modification, generally for the worse.

But it has established relations of goodwill and daily collaboration among

the Allied experts whose duty it is to study the needs of the future, while laying

an invaluable foundation of knowledge on a subject of great range and

intricacy and of vital importance to the peoples of the occupied countries.

INTER-ALLIED INFORMATION COMMITTEE
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