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1,000.000 TONS Of SEED

ALLIED POST -WAR AGRICULTURAL REQUIREMENTS

A meeting of the Technical Advisory Gommittee on Agriculture was

held in London today (Wednesday, 2nd September) and attended by

representatives of the Allied Governments, the Dominions and the U.S.A.

The principal business of the Sub-Committee was to consider the

need for seeds in the liberated Allied countries immediately after the

war. The Subcommittee has considered the seed question In direct

relation to nutrition from the point of view of helping Europe to feed

itself. The provision of adequate seed supplies in the first year or

two will largely influence the rate of reduction of Europe’s abnormal

dependence on imported food after the war.

In normal times Europe is largely self-supporting in seeds but

even if no destruction has taken place it will be necessary, on the

cessation of hostilities, to organise the collection and distribution

of seeds, as well as to provide prorpt and adequate food relief and

thus prevent the consumption of seeds for food purposes. On the

other hand it is recognised that European countries will be exposed
to military operations with destruction of crops as well as interrup-

tion of agricultural work and consequent loss. Some provision must

bo made to meet such losses.

It has been estimated that the total quantity of seeds which it

my be necessary to provide for Allied countries in the first year

after the war will amount to rather over one million tons, including

cereals, seed potatoes, pasture and garden seeds. Not all these

will have to come from overseas, but where no European source is

likely to be available the Subcommittee has recommended the overseas

country from which the most suitable seed could be obtained if possible
with the shortest sea voyage so as to reduce the strain on shipping.

Other subjects coming before the Advisory Committee are the

problem of agricultural labour In the countries from which large
numbers of farmers and farm workers have been taken, either as

prisoners of war or as workers in enemy war industry, or in which

the agricultural population has been expelled to rake room for Axis

settlers.

A preliminary announcement will later be made of plans for

training men in the Allied armies now in England in agricultural

engineering and veterinary work in order to enable then to promote
the agricultural recovery of their own countries.
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