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The opening of the fourth year of war finds the Free peoples united, resolute,
eager and better prepared to meet the enemy at sea, on land and in the air. To

bring into action the great potential resources of peaceful democracies is a slow

process compared to the mobilisation of the forces prepared for war by the dictators

in their long planned conspiracy against the liberties of the world

In the year which has passed we have seen the war spread all over the world,

-We have been assailed by a new and fanatical enemy ~ Japan. We have gained new

Allies in the great republics of the Western world. We have suffered grievous
losses and the peoples of the Dominions, the Indian Empire and the Colonies have

seen their own lands threatened just as the United Kingdom has been menaced ever

since the beginning of the war. The danger has been net with the same courage and

vigour. Against this new attack formidable forces have been gathered.

In Europe we have all been heartened by the magnificent resistance of the

Russian people against the tremendous onslaught of the Nazi hordes. We are proud
to think tint despite our own many responsibilities we have been able to send

material help.

In the Far East the much enduring people of China, despite six years of struggle

continue to fight on unsubdued.

We can take a just pride in the great contribution to the common cause made by

all those who owe allegiance to the British Crown,

Day by day and week by week the United Nations add to their strength in farmed

forces and in munitions of war. Their efforts have not yet reached their peak.
Our enemies long ago passed theirs and have suffered great losses. We must expect
further difficulties, but we can be certain that, however long the my, the, issue

is sure.

In this great contest we have come to realise that we are all engaged in a

single enterprise. Soldiers,., sailors and airmen from the United Kingdom, from

the British Commonwealth and the Empire,, from the United States and from many nations

are found fighting side by side in many oceans and theatres of war. They know that

they are engaged in a common service and are inspired by a common faith.

In the Atlantic Charter the United Nations have declared the faith that is in

them. Against the false gods of cruelty, hatred and domination, they have pro-
claimed their gospel of freedom, justice and social security. We are entering

■upon the fourth year of this fight for civilisation against barbarism,. Let us mi

dedicate ourselves anew to the cause, resolved that, however long the ordeal, we will

endure to the end: and that, when, victory has been won, we will see to it that the

rebuilding of the world shall be not unworthy of those who have given their lives in

order that future generations-may have life and have it more abundantly*
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