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Following is the speech of Rt, Hon, Anthony Eden,

Secretary for Foreign Affairs at a luncheon at the Guildhall

today to the United States Forces;-

The idea of this luncheon was something of an inspiration on your part.
It marks the City’s welcome to United States Forces, It marks, too, the City’s

confidence in the future of Anglo-American relations. The date is aptly chosen,

We are met together here on the eve of the day when, three years ago, we declared

war on Germany* Our life, and much more than our life, depended upon that

decision*

Perhaps you will allow me to make one or two brief reflections upon that

event, reflections inspired by this unique Anglo-American occasion. The decision

to go to war was freely taken by a united ration. It was endorsed without

hesitation by each of the great Dominions of the British Commonwealth, Acting

entirely of their own will, they joined us in word and deed.

When men and women all over the world are moved to act in such accord, there

must be a deep-seated reason for it. And the reason is a very simple one. We

acted to keep faith with a written undertaking to our ally Poland, which had been

freely given and accepted. This was the exact opposite of the doctrine of a

scrap of paper which the Germans have made their own.

Hitler is an apt pupil in perfidy. He has outclassed all his predecessors
in crime* We must give the devil his due. His German political ancestors must

turn in their graves with envy sometimes when they see how much he has outclassed

them in the methods they taught him.

Did you notice that in his speech made the other day at the opening of

Germany's fourth war winter. Hitler asked "If today British and American agents
assert that they desire a new and better world system, why was it necessary for

then to attack Germany?"

That is a good one. Look at the man's record* This is the Hitler who

gave smooth assurances to Austria and marched across that country's borders with

tanks and guns a few months later* This is the Hitler who proclaimed at Munich

and elsewhere that he would respect Czechoslovakia; and followed this after a

brief interval with the invasion of that country, first rendered defenceless.

This is the Hitler who boasted of his ten year pact with Poland, and violated it

before half that time was past.

For us, and I know for you, there can be no compromise with such treachery.
Because to keep faith is the only basis for international relations as it is for

all human relations. Once a nation abandons this elementary standard of conduct

it has entered on the slippery slope that leads to its downfall. Ideals then

become distorted and all sense of values becomes obscured.

Fanaticism is not enough to bury the sense of guilt. Indeed in the very

effort to bury it, crime is heaped upon crime, until we get the appalling

panorama of German crime we see in Europe today.

Whatever be our shortcomings as a nation we have a deep respect for law,
for the sanctity of treaties and for decency in our relations with our fellow-

men. It is not hypocritical to say these things and to be proud of them.

They are true. If ever they cease to be true we shall be on the path of our

decline. So long as they are true we can hold up our heads and be proud of

the British Commonwealth,

/You can
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You can only have faith in somebody who keeps faith with you and with

others. And so our American guests will understand us when we proclaim
from the housetops our faith in cur nation on this day of all others when

our nation kept faith*

You, the soldiers of the United States, have come three thousand miles

over a perilous sea to join with us in the cause of the United Nations,
united to overthrow the most shameless and the most inhuman tyranny the world

has ever soon, and united to put in its place a world where men can live

freely and work freely. Our two nations have been working out their destinies

at a distance of three thousand miles from one another. But that distance

though it has produced great diversities in outlook, has not changed the basic

ideals which we share in common.

Twice in a generation we have come together in a common cause. Yet we

find no need to explain to one another the meaning of that common cause. The

United States -of America and the united members of the British Commonwealth

understand full well that our cause must triumph, and that its triumph must

be as total as the war which is waged, for it is total war.

Great causes have the merit of being simple causes. They demand no

casuistry to explain them. The contortions of Goebbels are fortunately not

necessary for the spoilsmen of the United Nations, Great causes need only one

thing to make them great. They need' faith, deep, burning faith. They need

roots in the past, strength in the present and faith in the future.

The cause that we and you are serving to-day is the cause that we and you

have served in the past. The men who expounded that cause in the past in your

country and in ours spoke the same kind of language as the men who are expounding
that cause to-day,. The same authentic ring repeats itself in our histories.

If we remain true to the faith that has been in us it will repeat itself in the

future,

We belong to an older nation in time than you do, but a nation only grows old

when it loses the power in each generation to pass on to its youth the spirit
which kept it alive and vigorous. In that sense of the word a nation need never

grow old; but unless it believes fervently and actively in the part it must

play in the world, unless it believes that it can and will play that part, its

history is closed.

From the moment that we cease to believe that we have a real mission in the

world, one that we will fight and die for, one that we will work for with

everything that is in us after the fighting is over, we shall find ourselves

slipping back into the same state that produced this war. And that will surely

happen if we promise ourselves and our people that victory in this war is going

by itself to produce a new world.

The new world is going to demand a much greater sense of responsibility, a

greater readiness to face realities with plain speech and honest action. We

here believe as deeply in the future of the British Commonwealth as you, I know,
believe in the future of the United States. We also believe that our futures must

be worked out together in the closest possible partnership and understanding.

Together/
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Together we have a mighty part to play now and in the days that are

coming. Our soldiers and your soldiers are the forerunners in the cause

that no are, all serving. It is they who will mark, the return, of liberty-
to the European continent. Each one of them mist think of himself as

commanding an outpost in that cause, a crusader for the faith.

It is good that the United States Army shouldbe hereamongst us.

The more Americans and British meet, and the more informally they meet, the

better. They will get on all right, I am not bothered about that. They
will get on all the better if their relations are not fussed over and analysed
too much.

My Lord Mayor, you have brought us British and Americans together this;
afternoon here in this City of London, which has nobly played its part in the

cause of the United Nations, this City of London, Which is not without its scars*

No hall in the world is richer than this in the tradition of peace, friendship
and goodwill. There could be no more appropriate meeting, place.. By your

hospitality you have helped Englishmen and Americans to meet,

You have given Londoners the chance to welcome their American guests* •
For this, and still more for the, thought that prompted you to' a wise .and generous

action, we your guests, say most sincerely "thank you".

FOREIGN OFFICE

NEWS DIVISION
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