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Following is text of speech by MR. DINGLE FOOT, M.P.,

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic Warfare,

(under the auspices of the Ministry of Information)
AT THE BIRMINGHAM ROTARY CLUB, ON MONDAY, 14TH SEPTEMBER, AT 1 p.m.

With all their usual thoroughness the Germans arc preparing for the winter

campaign* Behind the Russian Front they are constructing defensive works and

building hutments for their troops, Winter equipment, such as white clothing,
is being got ready* The whole of Europe is being ransacked for skins and furs.

Oil stoves are bought up or requisitioned wherever they can be found* Hie

German public have been warned by the Fuhrer himself that they must prepare for

another wartime winter, with all the hardships that it now entails*

But Germany is also preparing for the Spring, A groat collection of scrap

metal is being made throughout the area under her control. Even more significant
is the fact that valuable machinery and machine tools which have boon put

temporarily out of employment by wartime changes in the German economy arc also

to be used as. scrap; this moans breaking into the nation's industrial capital,
and it illustrates the determination of the Gorman Government to ensure that their

forces shall be as fully equipped in 1943 as they were in cither of the preceding

years.

This immense war effort is only achieved at the expense of the population
at homo. The supply of consumer goods steadily diminishes. Pood rations were

cut dorm in April, and may be further reduced before the end of this harvest.

Clothing rations have always been much below those which we receive in this

country, and it will not be surprising if the German finds that he has to make

this year's coupons last for a considerable time longer.

He has already been required to contribute to three so-called "voluntary”

collections since last December, It is only with the greatest difficulty that

household goods destroyed in air raids can be replaced, if indeed they can be re-

placed at all. Finally, the German medical authorities have themselves drawn

attention to the growing strain which long hours and war conditions arc imposing

upon the health and stamina of the German workers.

As in the last war, Germany is most vulnerable on her home front. But it

would be entirely wrong to regard the continuing deterioration in economic

conditions as an inevitable or automatic process. The war in Russia has made an

enormous drain upon the resources of blockaded Gorman Europe. If the Germans

could disentangle a groat part of their armies from the Eastern Front; if they

could bring back labour to the fields and factories as they did in the winter of

1939-1940 and again in 1940-41; if they could devote themselves to overcoming

the resistance of the occupied countries, and especially of the peasant producers,

then they might be able to arrest, or at any rate considerably to slow up the

process of economic decline.

Now more than ever it is impossible to separate military from economic war-

fare, Each reacts on* the other. The more that German resources of men and

material are consumed on the Eastern Front or in those operations recently en-

visaged by the prime Minister, the more swift and deadly will be the economic

effect of cur blockade and the moral and material effect of our aerial bombardment.

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE


