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The front line farming of Kent is world famous. I am sure

therefore that I shall be voicing your sentiments when I extend a

sincere welcome to our guests to-day, representatives of our Allies in

Europe and America, the United Nationa, who have cone to Kent to see for

themselves how British farming has been carried on in the face of great
difficulties.

WELCOME TO

ALLIED

REPRESENTATIVES

KENT'S

GREAT

WORK

The country knows well by now that we have achieved more than

even the most optimistic among us expected two years ago. In Kent you

have more than played your share. I have just been looking at the

4th June returns. They show a heartening picture. In Kent you have

during the war more than doubled your wheat acreage. You have very

nearly doubled your acreage of barley, of oats, of potatoes. You have

considerably increased your acreage of vegetables and of things like

beans necessary for your stock feeding. You have increased the size of

your dairy herd and what pleases me particularly, you are rearing more

calves; and in addition to all this the number of cattle two years old

and over that you are fattening for beef has increased by no less than

50 per cent. As far as your arable acreage is concernedyou had

already last year exceeded the peak of 1918 and you have made

considerable progress since then. You are now almost within sight of

the record figure of 1872, and that despite the fact that since 1916,

and of course still more since 1872, agriculture in Kent has lost tens-

of-thousands of the best agricultural land to housing schemes, roads,

and since the war to necessary military works of defence, aerodromes,

etc.

WHEAT, BARLEY

OATS,

POTATOES -

DOUBLED

DAIRY HERDS

INCREASED

MORE CALVES

REARED

AND BEEF CATTLE

UP BY 50 PER

CENT.

IN SIGHT OF

ARABLE RECORD

ALL THIS IN

SPITE OF

HANDICAPS

When you remember that all this has been achieved in spite of

the handicaps of military exorcises and operations, of the Battle of

Britain, and more or less incessant exposure to air attack, I think

that the farming community of Kent, both men and women
- for the

women have played a notable part in your effort - have cause to

congratulate the receives and to feel that they have set a fine example
to the other counties of England.

FINE EXAMPLE

TO OTHER

COUNTIES

But when I have said that, I an sure you will be the first

to agree with me that there is still more that can be done. Despite

your increase in arable acreage I have set you a further substantial

ploughing target for next year, and I am sure that you will be able to

reach it and maybe even exceed it.

STILL MORE

TO BE DONE

REVOLUTION IN

METHOD AND

PRACTICE

No-one knows better than you that we have had to

revolutionize many of our farming methods and farming practices. This

has meant great effort, great enterprise, great courage and much hard

work. Our national situation calls for further effort, further

enterprise, more courage and still harder work. Throughout the

country this summer County Committees have been organising demonstrations

to show individual farmers the best that can be achieved under ordinary

farming conditions where there is knowledge and enterprise. There is

DEMONSTRATIONS

SHOT THE WAY
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still an enormous gap between the good farmer and the bad farmer and

there is still a wide gap between the good farmer and the average farmer.

It is ray ambition, as I am sure it is yours, to see those gaps closed.

I am certain too that we are all very indebted to Mr. Alexander for

allowing us to use his farm for this demonstration and to let his

neighbours and our Allied friends see what the soil of Kent is capable of

producing.

GAPE THAT

MUST BE

CLOSED

I know from travelling about the country what an immense amount

has already been done on the vast majority of farms in this country to

improve their methods, their efficiency and their output. But from my

point of view it is encouraging that there is so much more that can bo

done before the bulk of our farms are up to the standards that have been

set us by the best farmers. It is encouraging because it shows that

given the continued co-operation of farcers and Committees we can by our

own efforts achieve even more, much more, than we have achieved so far.

AN IMMENSE

GENERAL

IMPROVEMENT

BUT STILL

HIGHER

STANDARD THE

AIM.

LOOKING

AHEAD

Even while we are getting in this year’s harvest, amidst all

the anxieties of harvest weather, we must prepare for next year. There

is not a moment to be lost in planning the alterations and methods, and

the new devices that we are going to employ, in thinking over and talking
over what we have seen this summer at demonstrations or on our

neighbours' farms, and in picking out those things we intend to apply
with benefit to our own farms.

NO THE TO

BE LOST

"WHAT WE DO

NOW -----

There is so much to be done for to-day and tomorrow that most

of us have to leave the future to take care of itself. But what we are

doing now will not be without its effect on the future too - quite apart
from its vital share in winning the war. We have shown in wartime that

the British farmer and the British farm worker is full of resource and

that his hand has not lost its cunning. We can show that in peacetime
too. And having shown it, we can, I am sure, create the conditions that

will allow an efficient and well-balanced agriculture to go forward

unhampered with its task of meeting the needs of the future generations.

"WILL HELP IN

WINNING WAR -

AND MEETING

NEEDS OF FUTURE-

GENERATIONS"

Our guests have seen something of this harvest and tasted the

flavour of the fruit of this garden of England. They have seen how

skilfully our farmers and scientists are working together to help their

country. We hope they have been impressed. We also hope they realise

how ready we are the moment the war is won to help the country people of

Europe to get their homes going again - not by power politics but by good

husbandry.

ELP FOR

EUROPE

WHEN WAR IS

WON

SPECIAL DEBT

TO U.S.A.

The trail has already been blazed by the heartening

co-operation given to us by our Allies in America. We are especially
indebted to the leaders of agricultural administration in the United

States and to United States farmers for their help in supplying us not

only with foodstuffs that have called for drastic alterations in their

farming methods, but also with those materials, needed by them too, that

will enable our farms to produce maximum results - fertilisers, machinery,

seeds, and so forth.
A
bove all, their sympathy and understanding have

sustained and encouraged us in our efforts.

FOR FERTILIZERS

MACHINERY,

SEEDS, -

-SYMPATHY AND

UNDERSTANDING

You have seen some of the results today in this corner of

England. I hope our guests will realise that we in this country can

offer and are determined to offer a plan for a better and happier way of

life, and that we are ready and anxious to help there in every way we can,

and to place the result of all our experiments and research at their

disposal.

"WE PLAN A

BETTER NAY

OF LIFE”
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