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AMERICA AND BRITAIN

by WALTER LIPPMAN

Following is the talk to be broadcast by Mr. Lippman

after tonight's 9 o'clock news

I have not been in England since the later winter of 1940 ,
and

measured by what has happened that is a very long, time indeed. But though I

have seen many things and have learned much and have been greatly heartened and

refreshed, I, do not feel that lanin a strange and new country. For in cur

different circumstances we too have lived through an experience which separates

our'present and our future from so much of our past,

The meaning of these years is understood in my country by all those

capable cf understanding it. They know that once again the people of this island

have stood fast, that once again they have saved themselves by their exertions and

the world by their example; that once again they have shown how in a good cause

and with an honest conscience men can dare to stand alone, the solitary defenders

of the right - yet never doubting that at last, at long last, there would arise

up about them a grand alliance of the nations.

This is what men will remember because it will new fix the course ‘of the war

and will determine the result and will shape the future. They will remember that

in your great trials there was brought together the coalition in which we now

confront our enemies,

Perhaps if we had all been much better men than in fact we have been, the

British peoples and the American would never have become separated again after the

other war. Together obey would have maintained their union with the french and

long ago have found common ground with the Russians and the Chinese,

But even if it had been possible for statesmen to construct for our common

security the alliance which has now been forged for our survival, nothing they

might, have written down on paper could have had the substance of what we have today.

Only the experience that the peoples themselves have passed through separately could
have taught millions upon millions of men and women that all they are and

hope to be is irrevocably at stake and that no one man and no one nation can find a

separate salvation. This conviction is the hard rock under our feet.

Since I have recently come from the United States, you my wish me to say

something aboutthe qestions that I imagine are in your minds,

Let me suggest firstof al
l ,then, that you pay no attention to those who each

day take the pulse and temperature of the American people to see how firmly and

totally theyare commited to war, The Americans are as irrevocably* committed

as you are, and for the same reasons, and no less deeply because at their greater

distancefrom thesourceof the evil it took them longer to debate the issues and
resolve their doubts.

/The American
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The American people are committod totally by the disposition of their forces

abroad. The men who are moving forward from the United States across the seas can

move only in one direction - forward against our enemies.

The Americans are committed also by the mobilisation which is much, much more
thoroughgoing and irreversible than most men now realise.

For while the casual visitor - of which there are some from this island - may

still see Americans living somewhere near their pre-war standard of comfort you must

realise that this is possible only because of the immense accumulated pre-war stocks

ofgoods.

In fact, the foundations of the whole American economy have been radically trans-

formed. For the reserves have been taken, which means that the accumulated stocks can-

not now be renewed, and the return to a civilian economy is now utterly impossible In

the United States until the world has again been made safe for civilians.

You will wish to know whether the large and somewhat tiresome statistics you have

heard too often are in any sense a true index of the American power to wage war.

I think I can say that, they are, I think I can say this with a good conscience

because I spend my time in Washington lookin g a for our mistakes, of which responsible

Americans are deeply conscious, mistakes which they are relentlessly determined to

correct. It would be naive to pretend that in nine months we have organised the

resources of a continent and that we have put together a perfect and irresistible war

machine. But you must remember that we are a very free, and a very talkative people,

that we are not given to understatement - and that Americans habitually believe in their

power to drive themselves to do more than they thought they could do.

Thus, when we boast about what we are going to do, or when we criticise what we are

doing, we hare the habit of being emphatic in order to make ourselves energetic.

You wall understand us best if you remember that the spades of America are still

immense and that men speak loudly to be heard. You wall understand us if you know that

that is the way we are.

Then we lay out a new city we call the alleys streets, we call the streets avenues,

and we call the avenues boulevards and we call the boulevards superhighways. Then, we

are not satisfied until the facts fit the name.

So I think the shortest estimate I can give you of our effort at home is to say

that it is already much, better than a sober judgment would have deemed possible and

that every one is complaining that it isn’t very much better.

You will wish to know something about the famous question of Anglo-American

relations, and what about anti-British feeling in America, and are we going back to

bed when the war is over, and are we going once again to pull the covers over our heads.

My answer is that Anglo-American relations are now so numerous end so complicated

and so involved that it is meaningless today to ask whether they are good or bad.

The point is that they arc permanent and that they cannot be severed and above all,

I think that our interests are now so deeply engaged, and so much enmeshed that they

are no longer in the conventional and traditional sense foreign relations.

Tho only country I know of with which all our relations are perfect is Tibet.
We have no relations with Tibet.

As regards Great Britain and the British Commonwealth of Nations and the Empire we

are at the opposite pole from Tibet, be have such profound relations that they are no

longer the relations of two foreign powers.

The association is so complex that we are now members of the same constellation of
peoples, and no one can say where our relations are foreign relations and where they
are domestic.

To make that association flourish we are going to have to learn to widen our minds,
to soften our pride, to improve our manners, and, if I may say so, to hold fast to the

idea that to
gether we are engaged in reshaping a world that can never be restored, and

returned to what it was,

Thus, while a common danger has brought us topether, only tho joint enterprise and
adventure of the future can keep us together. We are taught in America to say that in
union there is strength and now we have to teach ourselves that only in a great cause

can there be union - only in the conviction that at great risk and trouble we fight

together for the deliverance of mankind and for the glory of making them free.
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