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ROYAL AIR FORCE AWARDS No.413

The King has been graciously pleased to approve the

following awards in recognition of gallantry displayed in flying operations

against the enemy

Distinguished Service Order.

Wing Commander Peter Russell WALKER, D.F.C. This officer, who has.

completed numerous sorties since April 1942, has won, by his meticulous

planning and forethought, combined with his great skill and tenacity in

action, the complete confidence of his follow pilots. In the recent

Dieppe operations, Wing Commander Walker led formations of aircraft on

two sorties. Throughout his operational career, he has displayed the

highest standard of devotion to duty. He has destroyed eight enemy aircraft.

Acting Wing Commander Francis David Stephen SCOTT-MALDEN, D..C., R.A.F.V.R.

During the past six months, this officer has led the wing on a large
number of sorties. In this period the wing has destroyed 49 enemy

aircraft and probably destroyed or damaged many others. During the

combined operations at Dieppe on the 19th August 1942, the wing completed
a large number of sorties; 21 enemy aircraft were destroyed and many others

damaged. Wing Commander Scott-Maiden led the wing on three of these

sorties. The splendid success achieved on this and other occasions is

largely attributable to the magnificent leadership displayed by Wing
Commander Scott-Maiden. He is a brilliant pilot and a fine tactician,

whose thorough knowledge and personal example have proved worthy of the

highest praise.

Squadron Leader Wilfrid George Gerald Duncan SMITH, D.F.C.,R.A.F.V.R.,

No. 64 Squadron. Since being awarded a Bar to the Distinguished Flying*

Cross, this officer has completed a great number of sorties. He is a

brilliant pilot and a fine leader whose skill has proved a source of

inspiration to all. Squadron Leader Smith has destroyed, ton and probably

destroyed several other enemy aircraft.

Acting Squadron Leader Chesley Gordon PETERSON. D,F.C., R.A.F.V.R., No. 71

(Eagle) Squadron. This officer has completed a large number of sorties

over enemy occupied territory. He has at all times displayed high

qualities of leadership and courage which have contributed materially to

the fine fighting efficiency of his squadron. During the operations over

Dieppe, Squadron Leader Peterson destroyed a Junkers 88, bringing his

victories to six. His devotion to duty has been outstanding.

Acting Squadron Leader Rhys Henry THOMAS, D.F.C., R.A.F.V.R., No.129 (Mysore)

Squadron. Since being awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross this officer

has completed many sorties over enemy territory. He is a fine leader and

a tenacious fighter, June 1942, whilst escorting a force of bombers

from an attack on Le Havre, his skilful tactics frustrated the efforts of

12 Focke Wulf 190s to engage the bombers. In the ensuing engagement,

three of the enemy's aircraft were destroyed without loss. In August 1942,

he led a daring and determined attack on a number of enemy float-planes

which were destroyed despite the presence of enemy fighters. The next

day, in low level attacks on certain positions during the combined

operations on Dieppe, Squadron Leader Thomas’s magnificent work won the

admiration of the attacking Commandos. This officer is an outstanding

squadron commander, whose great skill and faultless Judgment have

contributed materially to the many successes achieved by his squadron.
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Bar to Distinguished Flyinrg Cross.

Squadron Leader Gregory Augustus DAYMOND. D,F.C., R.A.F.V.R., No. 71 (Eagle)

Squadron. Since being awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, this

officer has completed very many sorties over enemy territory. He has

always led his flight with great skill and courage and has destroyed

seven enemy aircraft. In the recent Dieppe operations, Squadron Leader

Daymond flew with distinction.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Wing Commander Michael George Foster PEDLEY , No. 131 Squadron, This officer

has participated in 38 operational missions, including shipping

reconnaissances. During the combined operations at Dieppe on the 19th

august 1942, he displayed great keenness and a fine fighting spirit. In

the evening, when the enemy attempted an air attack in the vicinity of

one of our aerodromes, they were intercepted by the squadron led by

Wing Commander Pedly; at least two enemy bombers were destroyed. This

officer is a squadron commander of outstanding ability.

Squadron LEader Clarke JohN fee,r.c.a.f.,nO.412 (r.c.a.f.) Squadron,

This officer is a fine pilot and a skilful leader. By his outstanding -

ability ho has been mainly responsible for the high standard of fighting

efficiency of the squadron he commands. Ho has completed a largo number

of sorties, including some during the combined operation at Dieppe.

Squadron Leader Fee has at all times set a most inspiring example.

acting Squadron Leader Robert Wilson IREDALE, R.A.A.F., No. 114 Squadron.

Flying Officer John Lefroy McCAUL,R.C.A.F.,No.114 Squadron.

One night in July 1942, Squadron Leader Iredale and Flying Officer

McCaul were pilot and navigator respectively of an aircraft detailed to

attack an enemy airfield. Whilst over the target area, intensive search-

light activity and anti-aircraft fire was encountered. Squadron Leader

Iredale defied the opposition and bombed the aerodrome, obtaining hits

on the runway in use. Throughout the operation, Squadron Leader Iredale

was greatly assisted by Flying Officer McCaul, whose accurate navigation in

the face of groat difficulties was of the highest order. Both these

officers displayed great courage and determination.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Phillip Leslie Irving ARCHER, R.C.A.F.,No. 4 16

(R.C.A.F.) Squadron. This officer has completed a large number of sorties

over enemy territory and has destroyed at least four enemy aircraft. On

one occasion, although wounded in the leg, Flight Lieutenant archer flew

his badly damaged aircraft back to base where he executed a skilful

landing. He is a most efficient leader.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Frederick Ernest GREEN, R.C.A.F., No.4l2 (R.C.A.F.)

Squadron. This officer has participated in numerous sorties over enemy

territory and has destroyed at least three enemy aircraft. During the

combined operations at Dieppe, ho completed three sorties, two of which

were low-level escort duties. Flight Lieutenant Green has invariably

displayed high skill and great determination.

Acting Flight Lieutenant William GREGSON, R.A.F.V.R., No. 124 Squadron, This

officer has participated in a large number of sorties, including four

executed in the combined operations at Dieppe when he led his flight with

skill and courage. He has at all times set a splendid example. Flight

Lieutenant Gregson has destroyed one and damaged other enemy aircraft.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Raymond Hiley HARRIES, R.A.F.V.R. No. 131 Squadron.
[This officer, who has completed numerous sorties, is an excellent flight

commander. He has spared no effort in the training of his pilots, amongst

whom he has fostered a fine team spirit. He has destroyed one and assisted

In the destruction of two more enemy aircraft.
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Actring light Lieutenant Anthony Tennant LEANING, R.A.F.V.R., N o.39

Squadron. This officer has performed excellent work in attacks on enemy
shipping. In March 1942, he participated in an attack. on a convoy of
merchant vessels, escorted by naval units. Several hits were obtained
on one of the naval vessels. Following the action, Flight Lieutenant

Leaning became detached from his section. His aircraft was attacked by
several hostile aircraft but he met them with, resolute fire until they
broke away. In April 1942, he took part in another attack on a convoy,

Whennear the target, a force of about 100 enemy fighters was encountered,

Undaunted, Flight Lieutenant Leaning flew in through a continuous
attack, released his missile and fought off the fighters to get clear of
the target area. This officer is a gallant and resolute pilot whose
keenness has set an example worthy of the highest praise.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Frederick Wooldridge LISTER, R.A.F.V.R, No,43

Squadron. During the combined operations at Dieppe this officer skil-
fully led his section on four low level sorties against the enemy. On
the first of these, his aircraft was badly damaged by enemy fire but he
flew it back to his base and executed a skilfu landing. Throughout the
operations, he set a splendid example. Flight Lieutenant Lister has
destroyed a Junkers 88.

Acting Flight Lieutenant James Elmslee WALKER, R.C.A.F., No. 81 Squadron.
This officer is a determined and skilful pilot, He has at all times
shown a keen desire to engage the enemy, While serving in Russia,
Flight Lieutenant Walker destroyed one hostile aircraft. Since March
1942 he has led his flight continuously in all its operations.

Pilot Officer Michael Plaistowe KILBURN, R.A.F.V.R., No, 124 Squadron
.

This officer has participated in a large number of operational sorties.
During the recent Dieppe operations, Pilot Officer Kilburn participated
in four sorties. He is a skilful pilot who has destroyed at least two
and damaged several more hostile aircraft.

Pilot Officer John William WILLIAMS, R.C.A.F., No. 249 Squadron. This
officer has fought the enemy with great determination. Within a short

period ho has destroyed at least four enemy aircraft, two of which he

shot down in one day. Later, his aircraft was damaged by enemy fire

but he flew it safely to base. His courageous example has beem most

inspiring.

Distinguished Flying Medal.

Aus. 404935 Flight Serjeant Joseph Elliott ELLIOTT, R.A.A.F. One night
in July 1942

,
this airman was captain of an aircraft detailed to attack

Dusseldorf. On the outward journey, his aircraft was,intercepted by two

enemy fighters whose pilots attacked simultaneously;; one from dead

ahead and the other from the rear. In the ensuing combat, Flight

Serjeant Elliott, by skilful tactics, enabled his gunners to destroy

one of the attackers and drive off the other, although his aircraft

sustained some damage, he resolutely flew on, reached his target and

bombed it. In this, his first operational sortie, Flight Sergeant
Elliott displayed courage and determination of a high order.

1058645 Flight Sergeant John METCALF, No. 108 Squadron. This airman was

the pilot of an aircraft detailed for a sortie in the El Darba area one

night in July 1942. On the return journey, after his objective had been

bombed successfully his aircraft was intercepted by a Junkers 88. The

enemy’s opening fire inflicted some damage and, whilst Sergeant Metcalf

was taking avoiding action his aircraft was again hit; this time in the

fuselage, port wing and the rear turret. Both aircraft had lost some

height and, to avoid further attacks, Sergeant Metcalf decided to make a

violent dive. In the early stages of the dive, the rudder control was

damaged by the enemy’s fire and rendered almost immovable, but Sergeant

Metcalf, succeeded in pulling the aircraft out of its dive at a low

altitude. Immediately two vivid yellow flashes were observed below him

and it is believed chat they wore caused by the attacking aircraft

striking the ground. Handing over the controls to his second pilo t,
Sergeant Metcalf then rendered first aid to his wounded wireless operator.

Eventually, the aircraft was flown to a base and a skilful landing was

effected.
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In the face of harassing circumstances, this airman displayed high

courage and skill.

Aus. 404949 Sergeant Edward Keith Forbes BRASHER, R.A.A.F., No* 460
(R.A.A.F.) Squadron. One night in 1942, this airman captained an

aircraft which attacked Dusseldorf, On the outward flight, when

some 40 miles from the target, his aircraft was attacked by a hostile

aircraft and sustained damage to the tailplane. Despite this,
Sergeant Brasher pressed on and bombed his objective. Shortly after

leaving the target area, his aircraft was attacked by a Junkers 88,

Further damage was sustained and the wireless operator was wounded.

Sergeant Brasher, skilfully manoeuvring his aircraft, enabled his rear

gunner to fire an effective burst at the attacker, which caused it to

break away enveloped in flames, Sergeant Brasher flew his damaged
aircraft safely to base. Throughout, he displayed great courage and

determination to complete his mission.



-5-

NOTES ON CAREERS.

Wing Commander Walker, D.F.C. was born in 1914 at HACHESTON,
WOODBRIDGE, Suffolk. He was educated at Woodbridge School.

He entered the R.A.F. as a pupil pilot in August, 1935 and was

commissioned two months later. In June, 1940, when he was

a flight lieutenant, he was awarded the D.F.C. (A.M.B. 829).

Wing Commander Scott-Malden, D.F.C. was born at PORTSLADE,

Sussex, in 1919. His home is at SUTTON, Surrey. He was

educated at Winchester College and Cambridge University, where

he was a member of the University Air Squadron. He enlisted

in June 1939 and was commissioned in October of the same year.

He was awarded the D.F.C. in August, 1941 (A.M.B. 4775) and a

Bar to his D.F.C. in June of this year (A.M.B. 7174).

Squadron Leader Smith, D.F.C. was born at MADRAS in 1914. His

home is at READING . He was educated at Morrison's Academy,
Crieff. He enlisted in the R.A.F. V.R. in May, 1939* and was

commissioned in September, 1940. In July, 1941, when he was

a pilot officer, he won the D.F.C. (A.M.B. 4528).

Squadron Leader Peterson, D.F.C. was born in 1918 at SALMON,

Idaho, U.S.A. His home is at SANTAQUIN, Utah. He was commiss-

ioned in the R.A.F.V.R. in August, 1940. He was awarded the

D.F.C. in October, 1941, (A.M.B. 5274) when he was a flight
lieutenant.

Squadron Leader Thomas, D.F.C. was born in 1917 at WOOLSTON,

SOUTHAMPTON, Hants. His home is at SWINDON, Wilts. He enlisted

in the R.A.F.V.R. in 1938 for training as a pilot. He was

commissioned in 1940. He was promoted squadron leader in

January, 1942. In the following May he was awarded the D.F.C.

(A.M.B. 7045).

Squadron Leader Daymond, D.F.C. was born in 1920 at GREAT FALLS,

Montana', U.S.A. In civil life he flew* freight in Brazil.

He was commissioned in the R.A.F.V.R. in August, 1940. In

October, 1941, when he was a flight lieutenant, he won the

D.F.C. (A.M.B. 5274).

Wing Commander Pedley was born in 1915 at BOURNE END, Bucks.

He was educated at Stubbington House, Fareham, and the Nautical

College, Pangbourne. He entered the R.A.F. as a pupil pilot
in August, 1935 and was commissioned in the following month.

He reached his present rank in June, 1942.

Squadron Leader Fee.was born in 1915 at TORONTO, Canada. His

home is at CALGARY, Alberta. He reached his present rank in

March, 1941.

Squadron Leader Iredale who is an Australian was born in 1913*
He enlisted in the R.A.A.F. in 1940. He was trained in Canada

under the Commonwealth Joint Air Training Plan. He was

commissioned in 1941 and reached his present rank last March.

Flying Officer McCaul was born in 1915 at TORONTO, Canada, where

his home still is. From 1933-'35 he served as a trooper in the

Governor General’s Horse Guards. He enlisted in the R.C.A.F.

in 1940 and was trained under the Commonwealth Joint Air Training

Plan. He was promoted, flying officer last April.

Flight Lieutenant Archer was born in 1917 at BRIDGETOWN, Barbados,

B.W.I. where his home is. He enlisted in the R.C.A.F. and was

trained in Canada under the Commonwealth Joint Air Training Plan.

He was commissioned in 1941* He reached his present rank last

March.
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Flight Lieutenant Green was born in 1916 at PETERSBURG-, Virginia,
U.S.A. He enlisted in the R.C.A.F. in 1940 and was trained under

the Commonwealth Joint Air Training Plan. He was commissioned

in 1941, and reached his present rank in April, 1942#

Flight Lieutenant Gregson was born in 1915 at BLACKPOOL. His

home is at GRAVESEND. He was educated at Blackpool Grammar

School. He enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R. in 1939. He was

commissioned in 1941 and promoted flight lieutenant last April.

Flight Lieutenant Harries enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R. He was

commissioned in November, 1940 and reached his present rank

last January. His home is in LONDON, S.W.1.

Flight Lieutenant Leaming was born in 1916 at BROADSTAIRS, Kent.

His home is in LONDON, N.W.ll. He enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R.

in 1939* He was commissioned in 1940 and reached his present rank

last May.

Flight Lieutenant Lister was born in 1920 at ST. LEONARDS. His

home is at GLASGOW. He was educated at King Edwards School,

Southampton. He was a sergeant in the R;A.F.V.R. before being

commissioned in November, 1941 He was promoted flight lieutenant

last April.

Flight Lieutenant Walker was born in 1919 at CLARISHOLM, Alberta.

His home is at EDMONTON. He enlisted in the R.C.A.F. and was

trained under the Commonwealth Joint Air Training Plan. He was

commissioned in 1940 and was promoted flight lieutenant last

March.

Pilot Officer Kilburn was born in 1922 at KENSINGTON. He was

educated at Bolton School, Lancs. His home is at EXETER. He

was a sergeant in the R.A.F.V.R. before being commissioned in

1941.

Pilot Officer Williams enlisted in the R.C.A.F. and was trained

in Canada under the Commonwealth Joint Air Training Plan.

Flight Sergeant Elliott was born in 1915 at AYR, Queensland. His

home is at NORTH BONDI, N.S.W. He was a clerk before enlisting

in 1941 for training as a pilot.

Flight Sergeant Metcalf was born in 1921 at MARPLE, Derbyshire.

His home is at KIRBY, LIVERPOOL. He was a draughtsman before

enlisting in 1940 for aircrew training. He is now a pilot.

Sergeant Brasher was born in 1916 at BRISBANE, Queensland, where

his home still is He was a clerk before enlisting as aircrew
in 1941. He is a pilot.

Photographs of Wg.Cdr. Walker, Sqn. Ldr. Smith, Wg. Cdr.

Pedley, Flt. Lt. Archer and Flt. Lt. Walker are available
from B.I.P.P.A., and photographs of Wg. Cdr. Scott-Malden,

Sqn. Ldr. Peterson, Sqn. Ldr. Thomas, Sqn. Ldr. Daymond*
Flt. Lt. Gregson and Flt. Lt. Harries are available from

P.N.A.

Directorate of Public Delations,

Air Ministry,

King Charles St., S.W.1.

11th September, 1942 •
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