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POLISH NIGHT FIGHTERS FLY GENERAL SIKORSKI TO AIRFIELD CELEBRATION

General Sikorski, Prime Minister, and Commander-in-Chief of the Polish

forces, was flown to the Nest of England today to take part in the second

anniversary celebrations of a Beaufighter squadron of the Polish Air Force,

flying with Fighter Command,

The squadron commander flew the General from a station near London in his

Beaufighter, which bears the letter "V" for victory*

At the Fighter Command station from which they operate, the General

decorated members of the squadron.

Besides General Sikorski, squadron’s visitors included the Vice-Premier

of Poland, M. Mikolajczyk and/Vice Marshal Ujejski, Inspector General of the

Polish Air Force; Sir Cecil Dormer, British Ambassador to Poland: Air Vice

Marshal A.H. Orlebar, C.B.E., D.F.C., A.O.C. of the fighter group: Air Commodore

S, Beaumont, representing the Chief of Air Staff, and Dr, Hugh Dalton, President

of the Board of Trade,

After Holy Mass, for which an altar erected in a comer of the airfield

was flanked by two Beaufighters, the General presented the decorations.

Two Virtuti Militari (the Polish V,C,) were awarded to the two N.C.O.

members of one of the crews who have destroyed four enemy aircraft, including
two on one patrol.

Ten other members of this squadron’s flying personnel received Crosses of

Valour - some with one or more bars.

After the investiture, General Sikorski was presented by the squadron

commander with a silver replica of the squadron badge, which depicts an

aircraft, an owl and a crescent moon.

Air Vice-Marshal Orlebar presented the D.F.C. to one of the squadron’s

flight commanders, a former day fighter pilot, who also made 31 intruder sorties

in Havocs before joining the Polish squadron.

Led by a wing commander, who holds the Polish V.C. and the Cross of Valour,
the squadron has a record of 16 enemy aircraft destroyed, and a number of

probables - all at night - without loss to themselves. Most of them have

been recorded this year.

The squadron was formed in September 1940, at an airfield on the East coast -

its first aircraft being the Defiant, Besides the many Polish awards, two

D.F.C.'s and one D.F.M. have been won by its members.

Their best night was during one of the "Baedeker” raids on Exeter, when

they destroyed four enemy aircraft in twenty three minutes. On three occasions

pilots have shot down two enemy aircraft on the same patrol.

The ground crews who keep the Beaufighters up to the high standard of

serviceability which night flying demands, are all Polish, and after the

ceremony, General Sikorski, the guests and the officers lunched with the airmen

in their own mess.

Addressing the airmen, the General said the squadron’s growth and success

was symbolic of the new Poland which would arise after the war.

Sir Cecil Dormer congratulated the squadron on its achievement, and said

the Polish airmen had good cause to be proud of their country. The past three

years counted among the most glorious in its erumls,


