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Following is script of broadcast by Rt.Hon.L.S. Amery

(Secretary of State for India) on Columbia Broadcasting

System at 1.15 a.m. on Monday, August 10, 1942.

You have heard that the All India Committee of the Congress Party decided

yesterday to start on the widest possible scale a mass struggle in order to paralyse
the existing administration of India unless the Government of India surrendered

unconditionally to a demand which Mr. Gandhi himself admits would mean anarchy.

Preparations for the campaign were already well advanced. They included the fementing
of strikes, the stoppage of the functions of Government by the calling out of

Government servants, the interruption of railway traffic, the cutting of telegraph
and telephone wires, the picketing of troops and recruiting stations. These measures

are professedly to be non-violent, but bitter experience of similar movements in India

has shown how soon non-violent mass demonstrations degenerate into terrorism,, riot and

bloodshed.

That India is up against is nothing less than a deliberate campaign to

sabotage her war effort and the war effort of all, Indians, British, Americans or

Chinese, who, on Indian soil and with the whole hearted support of the Government of

India and of the loyal and responsible elements who form the vast majority of the

people cf India, are to-day engaged in the present struggle for human freedom. It is

a direct stab in the back to Russia, China, and to all the United Nations.

To such a challenge there can be only one answer. That is to meet it

unflinchingly and swiftly before its preparations arc completed and before it can gain
momentum in face of apparent Government hesitation. Till the last possible moment tho

Government of India have, with the utmost patience, held their hand in the hope that

wiser counsels might prevail. New in face of the criminal folly of the instigators
of the movement they have acted: not to punish, though fully entitled to do so, but

to prevent. They heave disconnected the leaders from the ignorant and easily swayed
masses whom they have wished to make the instruments of their wicked purpose. They
have cut out the fuse leading to the explosive material which was to have shattered

the structure of Indian internal peace. Whatever trouble may still ensue from the

activities of minor Congress followers it is trouble with which, I firmly believe, the

Government of India is fully competent to deal.

I would have you note that this matter has been dealt with throughout, not

by the British Government, but by the Government of India in the exercise of its own

direct and immediate responsibility for the peace and good Government of India, and

for India’s share in the common war effort. That Government consists of the Governor

General and fifteen Executive Councillors of whom eleven are Indians. The Indian

members of the Executive are men of high ability and wide political and administrative

experience. They constitute, as they rightly claim for themselves, the strongest and

most representative Government India has ever enjoyed. They are just as whole-hearted

in their desire for India’s complete self-government as any member of the Congress

Party. But they are statesmen with a sense of reality and of their responsibility for

the welfare of their Indian fellow-countrymen and for the common cause which is India’s

as much as yours in America or ours in Britain.

In support cf than against the disturbers cf India’s peace stand all the

mere stable elements of India’s internal life; the democratic Indian Governments cf

four great Provinces with over 100 million people; the 95 million Moslems; the 40

million or more of the depressed classes whose leader, Dr. Ambedkar, holds the

Portfolio of Labour Member in the Governor-General’s Executive; all the elements whose

voluntary patriotism has provided an army of over a million men; many of the most

radical sections cf the Indian labour movement. You need not fear that India is not

fully capable of handling this trouble by herself.

What then, you will ask, was the idea behind this campaign? Did its

promoters really believe that the existing Government of India could abdicate at this

of all moments and leave India to confusion and chaos? Of course not. They are

clever men, far too intelligent to imagine that the present system of Government of

India could suddenly be brought to an end with no alternative in view, save the

anarchy to which Mr. Gandhi seems to look forward with such complacency. They know -

and all India knows - that there is not the slightest chance of an agreed provisional

government coming into being on the disappearance of British rule.
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If they believed this, surely their obvious course would be to bring

the members of such a government together new and let India knew in advance to

whom her fortunes are to be entrusted. They know that for all their professions

of zeal for the Allied cause they could not add a rifle or a recruit to the

forces which India is putting in the field but could only disorganise the whole

of that splendid army of which India is so rightly proud. It is, I fear,
difficult to resist the conclusion that the demand itself was essentially only a

demonstration, put forward to cover and provide some sort of pretext for a

campaign which was resolved upon, in any case, in order to create an atmosphere of

unrest and bitterness, in which the Congress Party might figure as the champion

of Indian resistance to so called British oppression, and so regain some of the

prestige which it lost by its rejection of the far-reaching and generous proposals

recently put forward by the British Government through Sir Stafford Cripps.

That, campaign will fail. It must fail if our common cause is not to

suffer irretrievable damage. But the misguided action of the Congress leaders

will not affect, one way or other, the broad purpose, alike of the British

Government and of the Government of India, that when the victory is won India

shall without delay have the fullest opportunity to attain to the complete
control of her own destiny among the free nations of the British Commonwealth
and of the world within a constitutional framework of her own devising. That is

our pledge to India and to the world. By that pledge we stand.

INDIA OFFICE
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