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The Rt. Hon. L.S.Amery Secretary of State

for Indioa, will broadcast in the Home Service after

the 9 p.m. news tonight as follows :-

The serious news which you have heard from India has, no doubt, raised

in your minds some questions which I should like to answer. The first is this.

Was the British Government's offer which Sir Stafford Cripps discussed

with Indian leaders in the spring a genuine offer of full freedom? I answer

emphatically 'Yes'. In broad outline what we offered was that Indians should

have full opportunity immediately after the war, of attaining to the same

independence, the same complete freedom from all outside control, as is enjoyed

by the Dominions, or for that matter by this country, under a constitution to

be freely devised by Indians among themselves.

Why, then, you will ask, did Gandhi and the Congress turn this offer down?

The offer invited, the Indian political leaders, pending the time when a new

agreed constitution could be framed, to participate during the war in

responsibile positions in the task of governing India and in carrying on her

war effort, but within the existing constitution. The negotiations broke down

because the Congress leaders at the last moment demanded, that the Government of

India should be handed over to a group of Indian politicians responsible to

nobody. This would have been the negation of democracy.

But, you may ask, do not the Congress Party and Mr. Gandhi represent the

voice of India? It is true that Congress habitually speaks and acts as if that

were the case. But it certainly is not. They by no means represent the whole

even of Hindu India. The great Moslem community, 95 millions strong, vehemently

oppose their claim and would not submit to Congress rule. The Depressed

Classes, of whom there are some 45 millions, and many other elements in India

also oppose it.

The fact is that the rejection by Congress of our proposals profoundly

disappointed public opinion in India and has seriously shaken the credit of the

Congress leadership. It is in order to regain prestige for himself and his

associates and focus attention upon themselves as the champions of India against
so-called British oppression that Mr. Gandhi has determined upon the kind of open

clash with Government which is most calculated to arouse mass emotion.

That is the real meaning of this latest move. The Congress leaders are far

too intelligent men to imagine that the present system of government in India

could suddenly be brought to an end with no alternative in view; save the anarchy

to which Mr. Gandhi seems to look forward with such complacency.

They know - and all India knows - that there is not the slightest chance of an

agreed provisional government coming into being on the disappearance of British

rule. If they believed this, surely their obvious course would be to bring the

members of such a government together now and let India know in advance to whom

her fortunes are to be entrusted.

How far will this campaign do damage to the war effort In India?

Certainly the Congress intend that it should do damage. Active preparation
for this campaign has for some time been in progress. It is known that it is

intended to foment strikes, in industry, commerce, and in the administration,

to cause interruption of traffic and utility services, to cut telegraph and

telephone wires and to picket troops and recruiting stations. All this is to
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be done non-violently but bitter experience has shown how easily the non-

violent activities of excited crowds can lead to terrorism, riot and bloodshed.

If this campaign were to spread it would paralyse not only civil

administration but the whole of India's war effort. It would stop the output
of munitions and put a stop to recruiting. It would immobilise the armed

forces. Its success would be the worst stab in the back that could be devised

to all the gallant men, Indian or British, American or Chinese, now engaged on

Indian soil in the task of defending India and of preparing from India as their

base to strike at the enemy.

It would mean the betrayal of China and Russia, and the enslavement of

India herself to the Japanese. The campaign must therefore not be allowed to

succeed. The Government of India have taken prompt and firm action and have,

I believe, saved India and the Allied cause from a grave disaster. There may

yet be a certain measure of trouble. It is too early yet to speak with any

assurance. But I believe it will not be trouble that cannot be dealt with by
the Government of India through the police and the courts.

To what extent, you may ask me, is this Government of India, of which I

speak, an Indian Government? It is a Government of which eleven out of

fifteen members are Indians - men in no way less wholehearted in their belief

in India's national aspirations than the Congress leaders, but statesmen with

a sense both of reality end of responsibility for the welfare of the people of

India and for the common cause of freedom in which we are all engaged. They
will have the support in this issue of the vast majority of sober and responsible

men and women inIndia.

What of the future? I am confident that the forces of stability and

constructive patriotism will prevail in India, as in the world, over reckless

totalitarian methods and ambitions. When the hour of world victory comes, as

assuredly it will, then it will be for Indian statesmenship to make the fullest

use of that opportunity, t -which we have pledged, ourselves and to which we

remain pledged, to devise for India a constitutional framework within which she

can live at peace and in unity of spirit within her own borders, and take her

rightful place among the free nations of the British Commonwealth and of the world.
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