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ALLIED WAR PRODUCTION

The Combined Production and Resources Board announces from

Washington the appointment of an American Steel Mission to Great Britain

in a move to attack this basic war production problem of the two

countries on a united basis. The Mission will study British methods and

requirements and investigate means of increasing the quantity of steel

needed for the United Nations’ war effort, and to obtain maximum efficiency
in the U.S. allocation of the combined productive capacity of the two

countries. It is hoped that a British Steel Mission will go to the U.S. to

make a similar study there when the American group returns to the United

States.

The appointment of the Mission and arrangements for its visit to

Britain were completed one week after the Combined Production and Resources

Board had held its first formal meeting. Sir Robert Sinclair, deputy for

the British Minister of Production (Captain Lyttleton) on the Combined

Board, arrived in America on July 25. Mr. Donald Nelson, Chairman of the

War Production Board, is the American member and Mr. James M. Knowlson, Vice-

Chairman of the War Production Board, is his deputy.

The mission will study:

(l) ways to increase the total production of steel in the

U.S. and Britain.

(2) the British system for control of steel production, allocation

and distribution.

(3) how the two nations’ steel can be brought into better balance, so

that plates, shapes, structural steel etc. will all be produced
in a proper ratio,

(4) whether increased production and savings of shipping space con

be effected by sending more ingot steel and less finished

weapons to Britain and vice versa,

(5) what steel products can best be made in the U.S. and what can

best be made in Britain,

(6) which theatres of war should be supplied from Britain and which

from the U.S. in order to save shipping space,

(7) methods used by Britain to collect steel scrap and the use made

of scrap,

(8) British progress in reducing steel consumption by substitution,

simplifying specifications and eliminating wasteful machine

operations and. means of pooling such information by the two countries,

(9) what percentage of British steel production is used for war production

and what percentage is essential civilian production,

(10) means of obtaining savings in the use of scarce alloy steels

The members of the Mission are: - Chairman; Mr. Charles R. Hook

(Middleton, Ohio), President, American Rooling Mill Co.; Mr. Paul F. Schucker

(Washington), Chief of the Lend Lease & Import section, Iron & Steel branch,

War Production Board; Lt. Colonel Paul P. Llewellyn (Washington), Army;

Captain G. A. Duncan, Navy; Mr. Walter S. Tower (New York City), President of the

American Iron & Steel Institute; Mr. Earl C. Smith (Cleveland, Ohio), Chief

Metallurgist to the Republic Steel Corporation. The Mission will be

accompanied by a staff of six.
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