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BUILDERS RAGE TIME FOR AMERICAN ARMY

Colonel McKeachie, General Purchasing Agent, U.S.A. Forces, and

Lord portal, Minister of Works and planning, this afternoon congratulated
300 men of the Building industry on the completion in 9 days of a rush

building job for the American Army which was expected to take 42 days.

The task was to convert two floors of a departmental store into offices

for the American General Purchasing Board involving the erection of partitions,
installation of lighting, heating and telephone systems.

On Thursday of last week 40 men (30 carpenters and 10 labourers) started

work. On Friday an appeal for volunteers was sent out to Ministry of Works

Depots for men to give up their Bank Holiday Monday and to work on the job over

the week end. Over a hundred came forward willingly. The Ministry of Labour

co-operated to the full.

The men worked continuously in twelve-hour shifts, pressing on with the job
in the knowledge that this was a very urgent building operation.

Carpenters, scaffolders, labourers, painters and electricians, all gave of

their best. Eight foot partitions containing 47,000 super feet of wall-board

and 1,630 cubic feet of timber, braced by 6,000 feet of tubular scaffolding which

had only recently been removed from another building have been erected to form

offices for the Americans. The floor space is 60,000 square feet.

The Paper and Timber Controllers also played their part. All the wall-

board and timber required were dispatched on verbal request before the necessary

authorisation had been signed.

This work was only accomplished by the fullest degree of co-operation
between the Ministries, contractors’ staff and operatives.
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