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RETURN OF THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER

Lieut.-General H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester has returned home after

a war time tour which has no precedent. He has been travelling for four

months. During that time he has covered 42,400 miles, visiting a dozen

countries in three continents and a hundred military centres, and seeing
several hundred thousand troops. He flew the greater part of the way,
covering 34,700 miles by air - one-seventh of his journey was made by car and

only one-twenty-fifth by train.

The Duke has been at Gibraltar, in Libya, Egypt, Palestine, Cyprus,

Syria, Iraq, Iran, India, Ceylon, Aden, Eritrea, Somaliland, Kenya, Sudan, and

British West Africa. The tour was suggested by General Auchinleck, who con-

sidered that "it would be of great value as evidence of the interest taken by
the King in the troops in the Middle East". The troops he has seen have shown

as many differences as the countries, but all, whatever their colour, race or

religion, have been serving in arms the same cause.

Everywhere the Duke found soldiers from the United Kingdom and spoke to

them of their families and friends and homes. In the field he visited many

units from the Dominions, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand, and from India.

Amongst the Indians in the Middle East who gave him a welcome were Punjabis,

Baluchis, Mahrattas, Sikhs, Dogras, Gurkhas, Garhwalis. In India itself he

reviewed soldiers of all the fighting races of the sub-continent, both in

British India and in many of the States. The famous regiments of East and

West Africa, the King's African Rifles, and the Nigeria and the Gold Coast

Regiments, demonstrated on parade and off to the brother of His Majesty their

traditional loyalty to the Crown.

A minor incident illustrates the effect of the Duke’s tour. A British

private wrote delightedly to tell all his family group how he had just sat down

to his dinner in an army hut when he heard a quiet voice behind him ask "Is it

good?" Turning round he found the speaker was the Duke. For several minutes

they discussed soldiers’ rations and quarters and news from home.
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