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THREE GENERATIONS SERVING IN THE NAVY

Three generations of one family are serving with the Royal Navy. They are:-

Lieutenant G.W. Hawkins, R.N. - aged 75.

His daughter, Writer Mears, W.R.N.S. of Chatham.

His granddaughter, Wren Cooper, of Chatham.

Mrs. Mears and Mrs. Cooper are mother and daughter.

Lieutenant Hawkins is in his thirty-eighth year of active service with

the Navy. During the whole of that tine he has never once load to report sick.

He has the distinction of being the oldest serving officer to have risen

from the lower deck and, despite his seventy-five years, he is upright, wiry and

active.

Lieutenant Hawkins joined the Navy from his home at Blandford, Dorset, in

1884, and he was sent to the China Station in a warship powered by sail and

steam. Subsequently, he saw service all over the world.

Lieutenant Hawkins is an enthusiast for "the Navy life".

Of course, it has changed a lot in my time," he said, "but it has all been

for the better. Why, I remember when we had to sieve the weevils out of the

flour before we could bake air bread. Compared with those days, it's a

gentleman's life now. And it's still the best in the world."

Throughout the last war Lieutenant Hawkins served with armed merchant

cruisers, and he was mentioned in dispatches.

He had been on the retired list for more than seventeen years when the

present war broke out, and he at once volunteered for service.

He is new in charge of boom defence at a home port.
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