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TOMATO SPRAYING

Last year, blight was the cause of considerable losses of outdoor

tomatoes. There were also severe losses of green fruit picked for ripening
indoors and afterwards found to be infected. On the other hand, losses from

Plants that had been properly sprayed were negligible; spraying of outdoor

tomatoes should therefore be a routine operation.

Wet spraying is more effective than dry dusting. Last year, in

some cases a single wet spraying early in August, when the plants were near

full growth, protected the fruit completely for the rest of the season.

But Best results are obtained if the number and times of sprayings are

suited to the season, as in the case of potato blight. If the weather is

wet, spraying should be done at intervals of a fortnight to three weeks to

keep new growth covered. As the first infections of tomatoes with blight

almost certainly come from potatoes, it is usually safe to delay spraying
until the first signs of blight have appeared on potatoes in the

neighbourhood.

Bordeaux or Burgundy mixtures, made up as directed in the leaflet

on potato blight, but preferably with a ”spreader” added, are among the best

sprays to use. Bordeaux mixture has been objected to by some because it

leaves a deposit on the fruit, which may have to be wiped off, and because

it may cause hardening or cracking of the leaves in some varieties -

particularly Stonor varieties. Some proprietary brands of copper sprays

give results practically as good as Bordeaux and Burgundy and are less

trouble to mix. A few growers prefer dusting because it is easier, but as

dusts must be applied more frequently than wet sprays they are usually more

expensive. Dusts are best applied early in the morning when dew is on the

plants.


