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HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY

EXPLOITS IN LIBYAN CAMPAIGN.

The ROYAL HORSE ARTILLERY has played a brilliant part throughout the present

Western Desert campaign. Of the several regiments none has done better than the

11th (H. A. C. ).

The H.A.C. (Honourable Artillery Company) was formed early in the 16th century

as a guild of "Archers and Handgunmen" in London; in the Four Years' War it raised

3 infantry battalions and 7 regiments of artillery, serving in France, Flanders,

Italy, Egypt, Palestine and Aden. Captain-General of the H. A. C. is the King.

FIFTYTWO DAYS FIGHTING

During the last campaign in Libya the fought continuously for 52 days.

Lance Bombardier WILLY GREENWOOD, who is Lancashire man and in civil life

works in a dye-works, had a stirring story to tell of the first three days of the

battle.

"On May 27, when the battle started, our job was to support the 10th Hussars,

"We went southand met the enemy at about 10
a.m..

We attacked his anti-tank

positions, while the 10th Hussars slipped in. It was not long before we had wiped
out 3 batteries of anti-tank guns and a lot of transport, and taken 600 prisoners.

WE CAPTURED A GOOD MANY

"On the next afternoon we pushed him back and he blew himself up on the minefield.

We captured a good many prisoners, some in. German staff cars, complete with maps and

details of the attack. In the evening we dropped into position about 1500 yards from

him and started firing over open sights. The duel lasted for 2 hours and we were the

top dogs. We counted 26 vehicles biasing and many tanks.

GUN WENT UP IN SMOKE

"At daylight the next day Jerry cane for us and we started swopping shots over

open sights again. The 10th Hussars met his tanks and gave him a had time. At one

point an 88 millimetre anti-tank gun crept round at us - so we swung 8 guns round on

him and all scored hits. There was nothing left of that gun except a cloud of smoke,

A lot of Ities were running about. They got a pretty hot reception for we were

shelling them as they came towards us and the Huns were machine-gunning then in the

rear.

THE AGILE COLONEL

"The moot exciting time of all was the 2nd day. We could see his tanks and guns

and it was thrilling to watch them go up in flames. One of our wireless trucks laid

gone forward to reconnoitre a position, when an anti-tank shell went clean through the

truck, killing the officer and wounding the driver. The wireless operator picked up

the driver and carried him in.
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"The 10th Hussars did marvellous work, Time and time again they stopped
the Hermans coming right on top of us. We saw their Colonel jump out of his

tank when it had been hit, and into another. That happened twice,"

H.A.C. STOOD FIRM

A day on which the H.A.C., made military history was June 14. They were

part of an armoured brigade whose job was to hold the EL TAMAR ridge, to

enable the 50th Division and a
South African Division to withdraw* The

H.A.C. drew up their guns near the ridge, with a regiment in a box on their

left and South Africans on the right, The enemy advanced in force and the

regiment had to evacuate the box. This left the H.A.C. exposed on the left*

They stood firm, firing at the enemy over the ridge.

Their officers are masters of under-statement* Describing the day one

of them said: "Nothing much happened until 4 o’clock - though actually", he

added, "whenever I stuck my head up I got machine-gunned"* But he had to

admit that "things started to happen at 4 o’clock,"

FOUGHT TILL GUNS KNOCKED OUT

About 30 German tanks advanced over the ridge and bore down on their

positions* One troop, which was out In front, waited until the tanks were

well within range - then fired. Three tanks were put out of action* But

other German tanks had obviously been detailed to pick out the guns. They

waited for the H.A.C.'S gunflashes, then they fired as they boro down on them.

One H.A.C. troop fought a most gallant action until all its guns were knocked

out. The other troops took up the action* At least thrEe more German tanks

were destroyed. The fighting went on*

A CRITICAL POSITION

By the evening, the gunners had saved the 50th Division and the 1st South

African Division from being out off. They had lost a troop of guns, and one

gun from another troop* But they were still a fighting regiment. Yet the

situation was critical for they were out off themselves.

Under shellfire, and in the gathering dusk, they collected on top of the

ACROMA escarpment, with the enemy laagering nearby. The party consisted of

the survivors of 2 batteries of the H.A.C., one battery having moved off in

another direction, with elements of the Queen’s Bays, and the Rifle Brigade.

It was decided that there was only one way to extricate themselves - to take

their guns and their vehicles down the untracked escarpment.

A TRICKY DESCENT

The ACROMA escarpment has a gradient varying from 1 in 2 to 1 in 3 and is

covered with giant rocks and boulders. The story of their descent is told by

an H.A.C. officer who was with "B" Battery Group.

"We decided to move off in two groups, one battery behind tho other. The

officer who went down ahead to choose the path, signalled bank that it was

impassable. He said that the guns would fall over and be smashed to pieces and

suggested that those which had already started should be hauled back with winches.

But we had to go on* He sent down a gang of men, with picks and shovels, to

prepare the way. Working a few yards ahead of the leading vehicle, they tore

aside boulders, shovelled sand, and formed a rough sort of track. In single

file threading their way round the rocks, tho vehicles somehow got through.

THEN A CLIMB

Down below we saw what looked like a silver ribbon of road. This was the

wadi which runs along the bottom of the escarpment. But when er reached it the

journey was only half over for we had another slope to negotiate, this time to

got up* It was even more appalling than the other," he added "and, if anything,

steeper. The driving was magnificent. Looking up I could see my radiator

against the skyline and when we got to the top several vehicles had broken

springs and smashed sumps and had to be towed.
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That was the end of the rock, but we still had a steep, sandy

escarpment to go down before reaching the coastal road. But now

it was getting light and the going was better. Twenty tanks

appeared on our right and some enemy artillery started to shell us,

We carried on and eventually hit the coast road between TOBRUK

and DERNA,"

One of the guides to the party was Gunner L.G. ROGERS,

who before the war was a ladies' hairdresser in London, "We

jumped from rock to rock," he said, "looking back, we could see

the vehicles outlined against the sky and the slope was so sheer

that it seemed as if at any moment they would topple over on

top of us."

FIGHTING SPIRIT REMAINS

The best tribute to the skill and daring of the H.A.C. is
that of all the vehicles and of all the guns, 10 in all, with

which they started on the top of the escarpment, not one was lost

on the journey.

The regiment had no rest. It fought at SOLLUM, at MERSA

MATRUH and again at EL ALAM3EIN. It’s fighting spirit remains

as magnificent as ever.

WAR OFFICE


	txu-oclc-35776857-1942-08-04-002-004������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Chapter�넁/㲲܄˭㊱�눃Ȃ±̀⼼눅Ђ눇ﰼ눁Ȃ㌑ℑ┡ᄡ䐂騂⋽�嗺ꭄ


