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THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING

ANY MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO

GENERAL SIKORSKI'S MESSAGE

On the; third anniversary of the Polish-German. war, (1st Sept.

1939). General Sikorski, Poland's Prime Minister and C.in-C.

of the Polish Armed Forces, has issued the following 'state-
ment: -

Poland, in Beginning this mortal fight, throw into the scale of events

her thousand years- old national achievements, all she had, all she was, and

all she is.

The Poles regarded the. difficult' and heroic September fight and its

fatal results as a lost campaign, and-not as a- lost war; as. a defeat of the

regime, hut not the defeat of Poland, Therefore they had never laid down

their arms for a moment, “f

For his conquests, up to now. -Hitler has paid dearly in the blood of .German

youth and Has rather dram further from, instead of .approaching his ultimate

aims.

‘The German losses in - men since the beginning of this war amount to-day'

to one and a. half million dead and three million wounded and sick, of whom a
million will never return to the ranks. Meanwhile the British Empire and the

U.S.A. still preserve" their manpower potential intact.

German losses in equipment and material arc also enormous. It is true that

they will still be made up by-the exploitation- to the utmost of the occupied

countries; but in this sphere too their exhaustion is becoming- more and more;

obvious.

Since the beginning of the war the Third Reich lost more than 10,000

planes on the western and southern fronts and an even greater number on the

eastern front. This involves the loss of at least 50,000 invaluable men, since

it is difficult to train flying personnel. Thus the Germans have been forced

to shorten the crews’ training period which lowers the fighting value of their

air force, as well as introducing insecure foundations into its further

development. As a result of this the Luftwaffe is going through a crisis which

is the first sign of approaching defeat.

The German navy although it avoids battles carefully, has lost since the

beginning of the war two battleships, five cruisers, nineteen destroyers and more

than eighty auxiliary vessels. Its losses in submarines are far higher and in

spite of the feverish building of new ones, immeasureably painful.

Up to the present moment the Germans have not succeeded in carrying out

their chief aid on the eastern front: defeating the main Soviet forces. They

have not pushed the southern Soviet armies right down to the Caucasus, and this

will protract the campaign through the winter, We realise, though, that a

great part of the strength of both armies has not been engaged in the fighting

yet, and is awaiting the further development of events. The African front will

play a great part in their course, because if the Germans do not succeed in

developing their push in a northerly direction, through Stalingrad along the

Volga, they will increase their strength in Egypt, intending, to get through to

the Middle East,
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Besides the three armies organised recently under the command of Marshal

von Rundstedt for-the defence of the western coasts, besides Rommel’s armoured

force and the division scattered in Europe, about two thirds of the Hitlerite

forces are on the Russian front* Besides these, the Russian armies have against
them about 40 divisions of Italians, Roumanian, Hungarian and Finnish infantry.

They are withstanding an enormous force. The Western Powers understand their

position and this was expressed in the visit of Churchill, tireless in his work

in the cause of victory, and of Roosevelt’s representative Harriman, to Moscow.

The discussions held there will contribute largely to harmonising the general

war plan, which consists of setting in motion and throwing into the scale of

events as speedily as possible, the whole might at the Allies* disposal.

The raid on Dieppe proved that an invasion of the Continent is absolutely
feasible. The American army gathering in Gt. Britain and the Allies* shattering

superiority in the air show what the Germans have to expect in the future. For

Warsaw, Rotterdam and Belgrade the Germans have been repaid already, but the

repayment which awaits them in the coming months for all their cruelties and

destruction will be far greater.

.The war will not end in 1942, as some believed. It will be drawn out

through a fourth winter. The present period and the beginning of 1943 will

rather be the period of gradual exhaustion for the enemy; it will weaken him

in a moral and physical respect. It will prepare the way for the final triumph

by increasing and concentrating the forces of the anti-German coalition and by

the planning of decisive blows.

The entry of the United States into the war automatically decided its final

result. It ms not only a matter of the time required by the great democracies

to repair the mistakes made through their delusions about the modern Huns.

To-day the decision of Brazil, the greatest country of South America, with its

46 million people, possessing an excellent strategical situation, best demonstrates

Germany’s position. The step taken by the South American democracy is an answer

to the arrogant Hitlerite boasts and is the more effective in that it is given

at the end of the third year of war in a period of the greatest military effort

of the Third Reich, It is also an act of faith in the certain victory of the

United Nations,

One of the chief factors in winning this victory are the enslaved nations.

Never before in history has the hatred of invaders been so overwhelming as the

hatred of the Germans in the Europe which they have conquered. It is deepened

by the Terror 'which is increasing considerably not only in Poland, but also in the

other occupied countries. It increases the resistance and stubbornness of the

people tortured, under the cruel yoke. President Roosevelt recently declared

that the criminals will not escape their deserved punishment and ordered that

he should be informed of the crimes committed by the invaders, I have asked the

Polish people to keep careful note of them and to register the names of the

hangmen and their accomplices in the bestiality raging in Poland, because we must

exterminate that evil at the roots once and for all.
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