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ATTACK ON TUBERCULOSIS

The Minister of Health (Mr. Ernest Brown) speaking to-day (Monday)
at the opening of the Newstead Sanatorium, built by the Nottingham Corpora-

tion at a cost of £160,000, said, “The total number of Beds provided in

gland and Kales for the treatment of tuberculosis is more than 27,000
These Beds are served By 5,200 nurses and nursing auxiliaries and By

4,800 domestic workers. Some Beds for tuberculosis patients have already

Been released from the Emergency Hospital Scheme and more will Be provided

a.s far as possible. But to Bring these extra Beds into use more nurses

and domestic workers arc needed. We want another 1,200 nurses and 900

more domestic workers.

“In spite of serious war-time difficulties, including shortage of

materials, medical staff and woman-power, we want not' only to provide the

Best possible treatment for the already known cases of tuberculosis, But

also to expand our existing scheme and adapt it to make use of now developments.

"Very soon the Ministry is going to make an attempt to put into practice
the principle that success in the attack on tuberculosis depends on securing
treatment in the early stages of the disease, and if possible before any

symptoms are noticed by the person attacked. We have ordered a number of

sets of miniature radiography apparatus. These are expected to be ready
about the end of the year. We have many difficult problems to solve in

finding how the best use can be made of this new weapon, and how it can be

applied to those who arc most in need of treatment and will best respond to

it.

“Ideally everyone ought to undergo a regular examination and look upon

it as a normal health measure like a routine visit to the dentist. It will

take time and careful work to reach that stage; But expert advice is now

Being obtained on how we can make a start.

"Make no mistake about it, the fight against tuberculosis - that

scourge of happiness and destroyer of man-power - has a definite and By no

moans unimportant place in the nation 's war effort."
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