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AIR ACTIVITY ’FLARE UP' IN WESTERN DESERT

Air Activity over the EI Alamein battle area during the past few days has

shown gradual increase, particularly in night operations.

On the night of 25/26 August, medium bombers of the R.A.F. attacked enemy

concentrations, and bombs were seen to burst among tanks and M.T. vehicles

starting a number of fires. Other successful night raids have been carried out

by our medium bombers, explosions and fires being caused among enemy M.T.

vehicles and tents in the battle area.

In daylight, a formation of R.A.F. fighter-bombers attacked a large concen-

tration of enemy M.T. vehicles in the central sector on the 28th August, scoring

direct hits and near misses.

Heavy and medium bombers of the R.A.F. made a successful attack on shipping
and port installations at Tobruk on the night of 28/29 August, Direct hits were

claimed on two ships. Bombs burst on and near the jetties and in the dock area,

causing fires and explosions. Large fires visible from Solium, broke out all

along, the waterfront, A previous attack on Tobruk was carried out by our heavy

bombers on the night of 25/26 August, when large fires were started in the town

and jetty areas. One big oil fire was still burning when the last aircraft

left the target area.

In the Mediterranean, raids on enemy convoys have been continued with

success. On the night of 26/27 August torpedo-carrying aircraft attacked a

large merchant vessel north-west of Crete, scoring a possible hit. Smoke and

steam poured from the vessel after the attack, and it ms later seen to be

making slow speed, and leaving a trail of oil.

Attacks on a southbound convoy between Crete and the coast of Cyrenaica
were carried out by our bombers on the night of 27/28 August, One direct hit

caused an explosion on a vessel, and a torpedo-carrying bomber followed up the

attack by scoring two direct hits, causing a violent explosion. Columns of water

were thrown high into the air, and the ship was enveloped in smoke. When the

smoke cleared, only a patch of oil was seen.

Our fighters attacked landing grounds in Sicily during August 27, and during
these operations at least ten enemy aircraft were definitely destroyed and a

great many damaged.

Other enemy losses during the period from 26 to 29 August inclusive, include

two bombers which were shot down over Malta during the night of 26/27 August,
and a Dornier 18 during the same night in Sicily. On August 29 at least: three

enemy fighters were shot down over the battle area when combats took place off

the Egyptian coast.

Naval aircraft attacked enemy shipping near Daba on the night of 28/29
August, and claimed to have sunk a U-boat. Simultaneously, light bombers of

South African Air Force attacked targets at Daba, causing explosions and fires.

From all these operations, nineteen of our aircraft are missing, but two

of the pilots are safe.


