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SPEECH BY HIS MAJESTY KING HAAKON VII OF NORWAY ON THE

OCCASION OF THE CELEBRATION OF HIS 70TH BIRTHDAY.

AUGUST 3rd 1942* AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL LONDON

"Ladies and Gentlemen,

"To begin with I should like to thank the Prime Minister for his kind words,
and else to thank you all for coming here today. I should also like to take

this opportunity to thank you, my dear daughter-in-law, for undertaking ouch a-

long journey to be with me today on my 70th birthday, together with all the other

Norwegians here* It was a great surprise for me to hear that the Crown Princess

had come over. I thought at first I was mistaken butt when I heard your voice on

the telephone I knew it was true. I thank you from my heart for coming.

"I should also like to express my thanks for the wonderful gift presented
to me by AmbassadorColban for King Haakon’s Fund, and I am very grateful indeed

to all who have contributed. It is natural that now that our country is

involved in war everyone wishes to make his little contribution to help lessen

the distress which we know we shall see when we return home, No know that good
will result from this. I am grateful for having been given theresponsibility
for its disposal, and I can assure you that I will do my best to help those who

cannot be reached by the public, but who must be given a helping hand so that

they can carry on their daily life.

"I also want to thank those who have arranged this flag parade and these

festivities. Not only those who have entertained the beautiful idea of arranging

a flag parade for me. No. I also want to thank all those who took part in this

procession. They showed me that they have faith in me, which is of great

importance in those difficult times. It gives us the courage to continue the

great task which the Government and I undertook two years ago in Norway, on the

9th April. It is seldom that a man has such ah opportunity to see the fruits

of the work he has taken upon himself. In 1905, when I was requested by the

Norwegian people to come to Norway and become their king, it was, of course,

with great anxiety that I and my wife assumed the great task. We knew that it

would not be easy. All that we asked when we came to Norway was to be given

the confidence of the people and then we would' do our best. Unfortunately, the

Queen did not attain her 70th birthday. If she had, I am sure that she would

have felt as I feel today. I very much appreciate the evidences of gratitude

which have flowed in to me today, I have felt it, and I feel it very deeply.

"Today we are in London, and naturally my thoughts go back to 9th April, 1940•

That was a very grave day for us - for all those bearing responsibility. Yet

it was at the same time very clear to me that if we did not take up arms then

all that the Norwegians value most today - freedom and independence - would be

endangered. Fortunately, I had the whole Norwegian government behind me, I

shall never forget the friendliness, hospitality and helpfulness whichwas

afforded us during our long and arduous journey northwards through Norway, right

up to Tromsoe, Here we were mey by yet another bitter disappointment, That

was when we had to take the decision to leave Norway*
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"But at that time it was also clear to me that if we had not taken this

decision then, the decision we had already made on 9th April would have been in

vain. By this time, orders had already been issuedto our merchant fleet to

proceed to neutral ports, and not one ship failed to obey this order* How could

I have looked people in th eyes if I had acted otherwise? They were, perhaps

themselves in doubt: what are so to do now?' But they did 'the only thing they

could.

"Another point the Government and I considered was that by going to England

we could immediately resume the fight, We had the whole Merchant Fleet and our

wonderful seamen, who then, as now, were absolutely in the front line. They did

not fail then and have not failed, since. There is another thing for which I should

like to take this opppcrtunity to express my thanks, I man that now when we

look back on those days it does not seem strange that, to begin with, we felt so

confused. Everything happened so quickly and no one understood what had happened.

I have had a very strong feeling that, even if in the beginning we were in doubt,

gradually our understanding grewstronger and stronger, I am convinced that one

of the reasons for this is that the thoughts which are expressed in our national

anthem, which we have sung so may times without being conscious of their meaning*
had in fact, a very deep significance for us.

"Today I can say: the entire Norwegian people stand united. Organisations

and sportsmen all stand united as one strong wall, I am quite sure that this wall

cannot be broken. We Outside Norway have much to learn from the Home Front, The

latest attack on our schools and our religion has also opened the eyes of the

governments of our Allies in this country, hew perhaps people' understand better

whit it is all about. They understand that if at home the children are to be taken

held of and brought up according to German methods, this would be fatal, We must
therefore be deeply grateful to the church and school fronts for the, courage they
have shown by not yielding to the demandswhich have been made of them.

"Education, concerns the coming generation) and here the same principle applies
as in every other branch of learning - that guidance is necessary from the outset.

Imagine what it would mean for the children if, when we return here our religion had

no great meaning for them. It is the younger generation which must take up the

work after us, and it is they who will, restore the country, We who are outside

Norway know that the Home Front stands united, All we who are abroad must follow

this example. It is so easy for us to go each our own way, You must remember that if

we all strive together, we will be stronger.

"It is the cause of Norway that is all-important, and that is what we must
remember. If some people do not agree with us, they must, however, make allowances

and admit that we are doing our best, After this celebration we shall return to

the daily routine, I should like to express the hope that it will not be long
before we return toa free and independent country, where law and justice will be

restored to the place which the people had already given them, "
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