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"KING OF THE NORWEGIAN PEOPLE"

by Hr. JOHAN NYGAARNDSVOLD

Prime Minister of Norway

Following is the speech to he delivered by the Prime Minister

of Norway at the Royal Albert Hall this afternoon., on the

occasion of the Festival in honour of H.M.King Haakon's

70th birthday:- /

There are certain milestones in a man 's career at which, in a sense, he

pauses and. looks back on the events which have led up t0 that stage of his life.

Today, our King, Haakon VII, stands at just such a milestone; he is

70 .years old today. For over half that period he has been Norway 's king, and I

should like to take this opportunity of saying a few words about this part of

his life.

It was no light task that confronted King Haakon when ho became Norway's
King.

The ties between Norway and Sweden, which had become steadily weaker as

time went by, were finally broken. The separation had, it is true, come about

in a peaceful manner, but nevertheless there wore plenty of reminders of the

Union, and various decisions and aspects of the separation which were calculated

to create and maintain a certain bitterness on various points,

An attempt to remove this bitterness had to be made by following a policy
which would create confidence and understanding between the two Countries, a

policy which would take into consideration the fact that a voluntary end

friendly co-operation in neutral, but vital, spheres, could occupy the place of

the dissolved union, in the minds of both nations.

Further, confidence in our sovereign had to be created within the frontiers

of our own country, a confidence which could re-establish the old Norwegian

understanding between King and No had stood for so long in the shadow

of our neighbour, with a king who lived mostly out of Norway, that the ancient

relations of confidence and trust between the king and people were destroyed -

it may even be said that a mutual feeling of distrust had grown up instead.

"ALL FOR-NORWAY"

These problems, and many others which faced the King and his people were,

as I have said, not easy, but King Haakon had resolved to tackle them with all

his energies and abilities. He had Chosen as his motto the pledge "All for

Norway"
,

and looking back today we. all agree that, as one of our poets has

written, this pledge King Haakon has "kept ten-fold".

We know that confidence and trust in the King is universal and strong on

the home front in Norway* It is often said that the reason that our people are

so unanimous, not only in following the King, but also in looking up to him

with an almost boundless trust and devotion, lies in the firm attitude and

definite Norwegian stand which he has taken since April 9, 1940,

This* is quite true, but it is not the only explanation, I believe that the

people's confidence must also be regarded against the background of the King's

personal behaviour and work from his first day as King of Norway up to the

present day.
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It has, in fact, gradually hocone clear to all, especially in recent times

that from the very first day King Haakon and resolved to co-operate with the

Norwegian people and with the Storting on a constitutional and democratic basis#

It was his firm resolve that he should he a constitutional monarch in a

democratic country* And in all these 37 years he has faithfully kept to this

resolve.

Thus it was that the King could so firmly reject theGerman Minister 's

ultimatum of April 9, 1940, and refuse to appoint Quisling as Prime Minister,

He said that, if he agreed to that proposal, he would he acting against the

will both of the Storting and of the Norwegian people as a. whole, and therefore

it was out of the question that he, as a constitutional king, should undertake

such an action*

He added something else, which, to my mind, most clearly illustrates King
Haakon *s personal character and attitude. He said that should he .contribute to

such an, appointment he would thereby undo everything that he had worked for

since he had been King of Norway,

It is this consistent line he has followed,. as a constitutional monarch,

his upright personality, his. understanding of the mentality of the Norwegian

people and his love for Norway through .all these years, which constitute the

foundation of all he has done for our country.

In our sagas, and in other parts of our history, we find that the Royal
House was respected and honoured by the Norwegian people. Even in the time of
decline, when our kings lived abroad and the people knew them but little, the

people nevertheless had a degree of confidence in the king's power and justice.

If all other ways were closed to a man who considered he had suffered injustice,
he went to the King, And history also relates that certain of our kings were

loved and honoured by the people.

Even so I believe we should have to go a long way back in history before we

found one - if in fact there were any - Norwegian king in whom the people had such

confidence, and who occupied such a high place in the minds of the Norwegian

as is the case with King Haakon VII today.

This fact is all the more remarkable when we remember that the republican

party had many supporters in Norway before 1905.

Now, however, I think it would be difficult to find any Norwegian who

considers that the monarchy should be replaced by a republic, I think the

reason for this change of mind lies in the personality of our King and in his wise

conduct of affairs. It is now apparent to everyone that, under King Haakon's

leadership, we in Norway have a monarchy with all the advantages associated with

a republic and without any of a republic's defects send inconveniences.

"KING OF THE NORWEGIAN PEOPLE”

And the King has won the Norwegian people's confidence - a confidence which

has grown stronger and warmer every year. From the North Cape to Lindesnes he

learned to know the people and the people learnt to' know him* He was not only

King of Norway -he became the King of the whole. Norwegian people, He was not

in Norway merely for a short visit, then to return to another country. He lived

among us always, and he found it so difficult to tear himself away from his duties

and his work that there had to be very special circumstances to make-him take even

a short holiday,

I need net say very much about the part played by King Haakon in the

unification and uprising of cur people since the night of disaster - April 8, 1940*
He followed the retreat North, right up to Tromsoe, He kept up his courage -and

bore all the difficulties without one hint of complaint or one thought of

surrender. He was a guide, a leader, and a wise leader. He was an example to

all of us.

He also hoped for and waited for sufficient help to come so that the

aggressors might have been driven out of Norway that first summer, In the
meantime tho development of the war on other fronts made this impossible - and

King Haakon had to leaveNorway.
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WHY THE KING LEFT

That was a dark day, and a heavy decision. But the King knew that if

Norway were to be a free country again, the liberation must be planned and

organised in a free country.

He understood that even if the Germans seemed reasonable enough to deal

with, that was only the wild animal's play with its prey. He also, understood

that Norway's freedom and independence could not he regained by negotiation,
but only by a decisive victory over Germany: and that such a victory could

only be won by an alliance and co-operation between all the occupied countries

and those countries which were still free and fighting for the cause of

freedom and democracy.

There were, however, many, good Norwegians who, in those dark and evil days,
found it very difficult to understand why the King left the country. They felt

themselves so forsaken, so defenceless, so naked a nation without the King, They

thought, perhaps, that had the King remained in the country it would not have

been so difficult to reach some agreement with the German robbers - perhaps
some of the country's independence could have been saved.

We understand full well this sense of despondency which was felt by a

section of the Norwegian people, and the King understood it perhaps better than

anyone. The Norwegian people - or a section of our people - still believed

that the aggressors had some sense of justice. They thought it would have been

possible to defend the inviolability of our laws if the King had remained in the

country and led the administration of the country.

"HUNGRY TIGER"

The Norwegian people were very soon convinced that their appraisement of the

Germans was a false one. The Norwegian people learned - but the lesson was a

hard one - that it would be easier to talk of the inviolability of the law with

a hungry tiger than with a German who was the conqueror in an occupied country.

"While the administration has been built up here in England, King Haakon has

gathered round him, not only our armed forces from all the services, who at all

times are ready to sacrifice their lives for the King and fatherland, and our

20,000 to 30,000 seamen, who daily stake their lives for Norway's cause, but

also the whole Norwegian people.

I believe - in fact I am certain - that even those who in the summer of

1940 wore most uncomprehending - and perhaps also personally bitter over the fact

that the King and the administration had left Norway and made their headquarters

in England - even they are now grateful to the King for the decision he took.

Your Majesty! We have come here today in our thousands, we who, each in

our own way and our own job, are working together with you and for you, and

thereby also for Norway,

We are here today to congratulate you on your birthday. It gives us great

pleasure to see you, together with your family, and to see you so strong. With

all our hearts we hope that we aid all the Norwegian people will, for many years

to come, have the good fortune and the pleasure to greet you as Norway'3 King

and Leader.

Unfortunately, conditions have made it impossible for the whole of the Royal

Family to gather together with you today. Especially we could have wished that

Prince Harald had today had the opportunity to stand by his grandfather's side.

But we will console ourselves with the thought that it will not be very long

before the whole Royal Family can be happily united again, -
in our beloved

Norway,

/"THANK YOU"



"THANK YOU"

We are not here today only to wish you well, We have also come to

thank you - for what you have been for Norway and for each individual one

of us, We wish to thank you for your work and effort during all the years

you have been King of Norway, and especially we would thank you for that

moral strength which has united the whole Norwegian people around you in

these difficult times.

We
,

here today, are many. But even so, we are few compared with the

many hundreds of thousands of our armed forces, our seamen - out on all the

oceans - and those at homo in Norway who today are silently sending you their

homage and their thanks, wherever two or more are meeting today in Norway -

out in the skerries, in the country towns, in the forests or on the mountains,
in town or village - they are saying to each other, with warmth in their

voices and shining eyes:

"Today our King is 70 years old, God protect him, and give him many

more, and happier, days to live".

And all of us here Join in that prayer.

NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICE
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