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FISH DISTRIBUTION SCHEME

The Ministry of Food announces that a scheme for the distribution of white fish

from the port of landing to the individual fishmonger and fish frier will be introduced

throughout the United Kingdom early in October. Full details of the scheme have been

communicated to representatives of the Trade.

The scheme has for its main objects: first, economy in road and rail transport;

secondly, the more even distribution of available fish supplies throughout the country.

The distribution of certain varieties of fish will not be affected by the scheme,

namely, herrings, mackerel, sprats, pilchards and smelts. The distribution of these

varieties presents special difficulties which are being considered separately.

The present complex distribution of fish often involves unnecessary handling, long

journeys and cross hauls. In view of the urgent need of reducing transport require-

ments to a minimum, the movements of fish from ports of landing will be restricted in

future to certain prescribed zones, which are approximately as follows:

N.W. England, Midlands and North Wales

South Wales and South West of England to Isle of Wight

East and South East cf England to Isle of Wight

North East England

Scotland and North England

Northern Ireland

Deliveries from small ports will be restricted to the zones in which the ports
are situated and in many oases to an area immediately surrounding the port concerned.

The London area, which will include part of the Home Counties, will be allowed to

draw fish from all ports except those in Northern Ireland, and the Birmingham area, will

draw from two main ports.

The area of the zones has been determined in the light of the railway routes

available from the main ports as well as the size of the population to be served with

the supplies of fish expected to be available at the main ports.

The redistribution of fish from inland wholesale merchants will generally be

restricted to an area within a radius of 20 miles of a particular market; but if a

town or urban district is only partly within the radius, the whole cf the town or urban
district will be included in the inland merchant's distribution area.

In order to cope with supplies larger than can be absorbed in the zone concerned,
wholesale merchants will be able to send surplus fish into zones other than those to

which the fish would normally be restricted.

The restriction in the movement of fish from the need to economise in transport

will mean that certain varieties of fish will not always roach consumers used to those

varieties; but since the total amount of fish landed in the country is now much below

the pre-war quantities, consumers have not in any case been getting their particular

typo of fish in the quantities required, and they will find their position is not

appreciably changed under the scheme.

A further effect of the restricted movement of fish will be that coastal whole-
sale merchants will no longer be able to supply customers situated outside their zone.
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Similarly many inland wholesale merchants, fishmongers raid fish friers will be cut off

from suppliers situated at ports from which they have been accustomed to purchase a

part, or the whole, of their supplies. The Ministry of Food has made arrangements with

the fish trade representatives to affect any changeover of customers arising through
this cause. To facilitate this changeover, Fish Distribution Committees, consisting of

an independent Chairman and representatives of the trade interests concerned, arc being
set up at the main ports and at certain other ports. These Committees will also deal

with difficulties and adjustments.

Similarly constituted pish Distribution Committees are being set up at the

principal inland markets.

Each zone has been divided into sub-zones, and the scheme provides for equitable

shares of fish for each sub-zone, having regard to the size of its population. in this

way approximately the same amount of fish per head of population will, on average and

over a period, be available throughout the country.

Within each sub-zone each inland wholesale merchant, fishmonger and fish frier will

receive from the coast the same proportion of fish as was purchased during a datum

period which was agreed with representatives of the trade.

Each fishmonger and fish frier will receive from inland wholesalers the same

proportion of fish as was purchased during the datum period.
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