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SHADOW OF THE CALENDAR OVER THE RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN

by MAJOR LEWIS HASTINGS

Following is the script of tonight’s 9.25
War Commentary - B.B.C. Home Service

A raid like this ore on Dieppe yields results which are of immediate practical

value.

Like all the other raids it inflicts damage, it forces dispersion of the enemy,

it helps to pin down German strength in the best, and it provides extremely useful

information about enemy weapons, defences and reactions generally.

But this operation has most significance in relation to its context.

Locked at in conjunction with other things that are happening in the world war,

it underlines a fact of the very greatest importance.

Enemy initiative is no longer absolute.

Very slowly, no doubt, very gradually, the initiative is passing into the hands

of the Allied Nations, I don’t claim that we have yet by any means overtaken the

aggressors’ lead, or halted the extension of their power. On the whole, it is

the enemy who is still on the march and striking the most trenchant blows. But not

everywhere.

In at least two fields of positive action, and in one equally important

psychological field, it is our own will which is dominant. The initiative is ours,

not the enemy’s. The two positive fields of action, of course, are the attack on the

Solomon Islands, and our bombing offensive on Germany itself.

About the bombing offensive, there is this to bo said. It is hitting the

enemy extremely hard, both materially and morally. There is nothing sporadic about

it - we have every possible assurance tint it will not fade away, that it will trow,
and rapidly.

And the only German retort to it, apart from their propaganda raids, is a threat-

a threat about what they will do in the future* This is an entirely new experience

for the Nazi,

As for the Solomon Islands, we haven’t been allowed to know very much yet.
But the bare established facts are impressive enough.

Here we have the first step, not just to check tho Japanese invaders, but to

blast them out of their footholds. The whole action is a direct consequence cf

tho Midway Island victory. It is a link in the chain of causation which was set up

at Pearl Harbour, and which eventually will lead to Tokyo,

But the Midway Island battle - and the full value of that great American

victory hasn’t been appreciated, I think, in Britain - this battle was a defensive

one. It was the losses then inflicted on the Japanese that enabled the

to pass from defence to attack. The initiative has now boon taken by cur Allies,
both in the strategic and tactical sense.

At root, of course, this battle in the Solomon Islands is still a fight for

sea power. Sea power is still a decisive factor in a global struggle like the

present, though the agents of that power have changed mightily.

/ On the



- 2 -

On the broad ocean the battleship may still be the major instrument, but in

confined “waters the major instrument isn't even a surface ship at all, it is

the shore-based aircraft. No one saw this more clearly than the Japanese, who

founded their conquests on a chain of Island airfields.

'.That we are now seeing is the beginning of the process in reverse.

I referred also to the Allied initiative in the psychological field. You

can have little doubt where this is. I mean the suspense, the uncertainty, and

the alarm for that matter, that has been created by the promise of a Second

Front.

I*ll say nothing about this Second Front, Or its prospects. Naturally,

But this Dieppe raid seems to nib in the fact that "invasion" means something

very different now from what it did in 1940, It's the Nazis now, who are strain-

ing their eyes across the Channel, It’s the Nazis who are suffering suspense

and uncertainty and alarm. Another no experience for them.

Well, these things are gratifying. But we arc a very long way yet from

really imposing our will on the enemy, as he has imposed his for three years.
Hitler still possesses the weighty advantage of a central concentration and of

striking outwards to the circumference. His possession of interior lines has been

at any rate largely responsible for our lamentable dispersion of force.

It is something, of course, that these examples I've given show that the

Germans no longer dictate all the moves on the board.

In Egypt the clash between the opposing armies has not yet come about. But

no one can mistake the meaning of the recent reinforcements to Malta, The Navy
doesn't undertake what is now a major execration for the sake of prestige, Malta

is still a key point.

It’s an extraordinary thing that Malta, which we used to think of ex-

clusively as a naval base, has now at. least equal strategic value as an airfield.

No campaign is more dependent upon communications than this one in the Middle •

East, and as long as Malta is kept munitioned, it is a permanent menace to the

German supply line.

It ! s worth noting, by the way, that our Military function In the so-called

Middle East differs almost entirely from what it was when the war began. At

that time, the Army in Egypt and the Navy at Alexandria guarded the Mediterranean

route to the East and together they secured the communications between France

and her Colonies,

Time and mischance have wiped this out. Instead, the Empire armies of the

Middle East, standing at the junction of three continents, are there to keep

Japan and the Axis apart, and, above all, to hold the left wing of an Allied

front that now stretches up to the Arctic.

The function, indeed, has changed, but the task is even more vital to

the Allied cause than it was before.

The first shots of the renewed battle, which everyone feels isn't far ff,

haven't yet been fired in Egypt, But in the Caucasus, the German offensive shows

n-v signs' of slackening.

Locking back at the course it has taken so far, I believe that it has been

largely shaped by two fateful decisions, taken in the very midst. of the battle.

The first was by Timoshenko, and the second by the German command of their

Southern Army, Even the dates of those two decisions can be, I think,

approximately guessed.
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You may remember that on July 10, the German Army fighting in the Kharkov region,

by a swift manoeuvre, wheeled right-handed to capture Rossosh, and so broke the main

lateral railway behind the Russian lines,
#

Timoshenko faced a position of great peril. He met it* I think, with an instant

and heroic resolution. Whatever might happen in the Caucasus, Stalingrad was vital.

So, folding firmly on to Veronezh* the Russian Marshal withdrew his main army with

great speed straight back into the Don bend, to cover the vital Don - Volga Isthmus,

It was a masterly retreat which reached the rate of approximately 40 miles a day.
It averted what might have been a crushing disaster, and created the conditions that

made the stand at Stalingrad possible.

But this move must to same extent have uncovered the defences of the lower Don,

Rostov fell, end the bridgeheads South of the city were captured in unexpectedly
rapid time. For reasons which are still obscure, the wide barrier of the river

surprisingly failed to hold up the triple headed German attack.

Now at this point von Bock, in turn, was faced with alternatives. His main

objective was still; Stalingrad, But the gates into the Caucasus were wide open.

Exploitation of enemy weakness is a classic German practice in war.

Von Bock made his decision - a decision which, in my opinion, was to same extent

a departure from the, original plan. The German Commander threw his main mechanised

forces into the Western Caucasus, an overwhelming torrent of steel, which by weight
and speed was intended to give the defenders no time to organise real lines of

resistance.

How have these decisions affected the campaign?

One thing, at any rate, is certain. Although the sacrifices made by the Russians

of territory and industry are such as would be devastating in any other country,

there's been nothing like a Russian collapse. And in the conflict of wills, which

determine the movements of the battlefield, no one can yet say which has the whip hand,

The Germans have gained great tactical successes, yea - no doubt about that - but the

principal aim, which alone can crown these successes, still eludes then.

And it's a curious fact that in splitting these Russian armies of theSouth, von

Bock has succeeded in splitting his own. This immense intrusion of German force deep

into the Southern mountains, diverted from the main stroke at Stalingrad, may in the

long run not be altogether to the disadvantage of Marshal Timoshenko,

We have come to rely greatly on the stubborn courage in adversity of the Russians,

But you cannot pick up a map and fail to see how full of danger the position is. Look

at that German battering ram driving towards the Volga - end those columns spread out

along the Caucasus, like murderous fingers probing for weak spots,

area of the

But note, too, the fantastic extension of the/battlefield. The length of the front

to be held now is enormous, and this must be a terrific strain on the defence.

But not only on the defence. Without any doubt, it involves heavy drafts on the

German reserves.

The whole Caucasus area is now a sponge, which is constantly sucking up larger and

larger numbers of effectives. This in itself gives manning to the persistent Russian

attacks from various parts of the Front from Voronezh northwards.

Any considerable German reinforcements to the south from this northern front might

be an invitation to a Russian counterstroke.
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Perhaps the most notable fact about this critical campaign is that it is now

In its ninth week. The shadow of the calendar is over it all. The German plans
for the future depend upon hamstringing the Russian armies this side of Winter,

The marauders have travelled far and fast already, but there are not so many weeks left.

I want to add something about German propaganda, which for the third tine in

threeyears has reached a crescendo of triumph, and boasts. The theme, as usual,
is the calamitous plight of the Allied Nations, the impending collapse of the enemies

of the Axis, and of course, the rapid dissolution of the British Empire.

Just as it was in June and in the early Summer of 1941.

Well, there*s no question about the magnitude of German successes in each of these

Sumners, By all the standards of Nazi-logic, the doom of Britain, which was

proclaimed so glaring a truth two years ago, ought to be doubly and conclusively
evident in this month of August 1942.

The* really astonishing thing is that the exact opposite is the fact The

paradox of the whole situation is that this long succession of Germany's victories,

even when added to* those of Japan has utterly failed to arrest the development of the

forces arrayed against her*.

Actual as well as potential, those forces make Nazi boasting empty. Complete

unity - the unity that will make them irresistible -is still lacking. The various

components of Allied power have still •to be welded into one weapon.

But that will cone. And this daring and successful combined operation at

Dieppe, in which all arms and representatives of all the Allied Nations together took

part -it is possible to see in that an augury of the future. It is the shape of

things to come,
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