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The War Office announces the following appointments:-

General the Honourable-Sir H.R.L.G. Alexander, K.C.B., C.S.I.,

D.S.O., M.C., to be Commander-in-Chief Middle East in succession to

General Sir C.J.E. Auchinleck, G.C.I.E., C.
B., C.S.I., D.S.O., O.B.E.

Lieutenant-General B.L. Montgomery, C.B., D.S.O., to be Commander

8th Army in succession to Lieutenant-General N.M. Ritchie, C.B.E., D.
S.O.,

M.C.

Major-General H. Lumsden, D.S.C., M.C., to be Commander 30th Corps
in succession to Lieutenant-Ge neral W.H.E. Gott

, C.B.E., D.S.O.
,

M.C.
,

(Killed in action).
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GENERAL THE HON. SIR HAROLD ALEXANDER

General, the Hon. Sir Harold R.L.G. Alexand
er, K.C.B., C.S.I., D.S.O., M.C.,

is recognised as one of the finest leaders of men in the Army.

Like many other natural leaders, he is a notable athlete. His strength,

toughness and determination are soon infused into troops under his command.

The General won the French Legion of Honour during tho Battle of the Marne;
the M.C. at Loos, and the D.S.O. in the Somme offensive. In 1916, when he was

only 25, he was promoted Major, The following year he was commanding a battalion

with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel - a rare distinction for so young an officer

of a Guards Regiment. He was wounded twice and mentioned in despatches five times.

In 1919 he commanded the Landwehr of the Lettish Army during the Baltic

operations which continued after the Armistice, At this time he had a number of

Baltic Germans under his command and was able to make a close study of the German

mentality.

He was given command of a Brigade In India in 1934 and was awarded the C.S.I.

and a mention in despatches for operations on the North-West Frontier in 1935.

In 1938 he was chosen to command the 1st Division which he took to France in

September, 1939, and later succeeded to the 1st Corps, During the Dunkirk

operations it fell to him to organise the final defence and evacuation. Lord Gort

handed over to him on the 31st May, and the General was the last man to leave the

beaches. At the very end in the half light he toured the desolate stretches of

sand to assure himself that no one was left behind.

After his return home General Alexander received the Southern Command, recent

predecessors of his in that post being General Sir Archibald Wavell, General Sir

Alan Brooke and General Auchinleck, He was one of the originators of the Battle

Training Schools which have sprung up all over the country. He is a great
believer in infiltration, teaching that junior officers must always act quickly in

taking advantage of any gaps in the enemy's defensive system, "We should not be

content to sit behind concrete fortifications; we should take every chance of

hitting back, especially where the enemy is least expecting us", is one of his

sayings.

He seized every opportunity to further co-operation with the R.A.F.,

particularly in the close support of troops by bombers and fighters. This was

reflected in exercises and demonstrations held, in Southern Command in the Autumn

of 1941 - which gave convincing proof of the value of air support to ground troops.

Last March he was sent to Burma to take command of a small British array which

was fighting on extremely difficult campaign under many heavy handicaps against

a much more numerous enemy. All the advantages of climate, geographical

situation, reinforcement and supply were on the side of the enemy. Nevertheless

General Alexander and his few regiments kept the superior Japanese forces in play
for four months, inflicting on them severe losses end breaking through their

attempted encirclement timeafter time, A long fighting retreat, one of the most

hazardous operations of war, ended in the frontier mountains of Assam, with the

spirit of the survivors unbroken.

Today the General is as fit as he was 20 years ago. Of medium height, with

dark hair and clipped, moustache, ho has often been taken for a man in his late

thirties; actually he is in his fifty-first year.

WAR OFFICE



- 3 -

LIEUTENANT-GENERALB.L. MONTGOMERY, C.B., D.S.O.

Lieutenant-General Bernard Law Montgomery, C.B., D.S.O., is 54 years of age.

Short, spare, with the Bright eyes and the healthy tanned complexion of an active

man who lives much in the open air, General Montgomery is one of the generals most

widely known to the army at large. Promotion has never taken him away from the

men under his command. He has always made it a rule to spend as little as

possible of his time at his desk and as much as possible visiting his troops.

It is characteristic of him that when he was appointed G.O.C. -C., South

Eastern Command, last December he organised his office work so that it could be

compressed within the hour from 6 to 7 in the evening; and not less characteristic

that before many days were over he had visited all the defences in his area and

addressed all the officers, including those of the Home Guard. He believes that

no man can think clearly unless he is physically fit.He, therefore, ordered

fifteen minutes physical training at 7 o'clock every morning for all officers and

clerks at his Headquarters who were under 40 years old; all ranks from private
to brigadier were required to run six miles each week over a course which was

changed from time to time by the General, who often covered it himself.

Today General Montgomery is as fit as he was when he joined the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment as a 2nd Lieutenant thirty-four years ago*

Sometimes a passion for bodily toughness is accompanied by an indifference to

the things of the mind* That is not so in General Montgomery. No leader was

ever more insistent that the good soldier oust bring all he has to his task, body,
mind and spirit* In the South Eastern Command every man has been made a master

of his job and the instruments needed for its performance. Automatic weapons,
armoured fighting vehicles, aircraft, gliders, and parachutes, all have their

adjusted place in the scheme*

General Montgomery is an old and close friend of General Sir Bernard Paget,

C. in-C., Home Forces* The two loaders have strong resemblances; their careers

have run on parallel lines. They are both the sens of bishops* They are deeply

religious and wholehearted in their life-long: devotion to the army* In their

different ways they both have the gift of the right word, at the right moment,
which has marked many successful commanders.

Lieut. -General Montgomery joined the Royal Warwickshire Regiment from

Sandhurst in 1908. Within a month of landing in France in August 1914, he was

a temporary captain* During the Four Years* Par he had more than three years*
service on the Western Front, was wounded twice, was mentioned in despatches six

times, and won the D.S.O. and the French Military Cross. When the Armistice

was signed ho had been for several months a temporary Lieut. -Colonel and General

Staff Officer, First Grade. Between the wars he was a Staff Officer on the Rhine

and in Ireland, England and India* He passed through the Staff College and was

later an instructor at both Camberley and Quetta.

In August 1937 he was given a brigade in the Southern Command with the rank

of brigadier. Promoted Major-General in the following May, he took the 3rd Division

to France, as part of the 2nd Corps, and led them throughout the campaign in Western

Europe. They embarked from the beaches of Dunkirk on the night of May 31/June 1,
1940. Since then General Montgomery has commanded an any corps in Great Britain,
and after December. 1941, has been G.O.C.-in-C. South Eastern Command*
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MAJOR-GENERAL HERBERT LUMSDEN. D.S.O., M.C.

Major-General Herbert Lumsden, D.S.O. M.C., was born in 1897.

At the outbreak of the 4 years’ war, although only 17 years of age,
he was mobilised with the Territorials, serving for nearly a year in the

ranks. In May, 1916, he was commissioned from Woolwich as a second

lieutenant in the Royal Artillery, Ho fought in France and Belgium from

1916 to the Armistice, being wounded and winning the M.C.

After the war he held a number of staff appointments, including that

of Instructor at the Staff College, and during periods of regimental duty
took a leading part in the mechanisation of the 12th Lancers, to whom he

had been transferred from the Royal Horse Artillery,

He was promoted Lieutenant Colonel in July 1938, and acting Brigadier
after Dunkirk,

In Belgium, the 12th Lancers under Lt, Col, Lumsden, as he then was,

were tireless in reconnaissance, in checking the enemy, and in sweeping down

upon venturesome enemy detachments and blotting them out, in advance of the

British line along the Dendre and the Escaut.

At the end of May they were called upon to repair a most dangerous

position on the north flank of the 3rd Division, The Belgian Army had

ceased fighting and the Germans were pressing on at the utmost speed to

cross the Yser River and Canal and get behind the B.E.F.

Colonel Lumsden committed his whole force to a series of heavy rearguard

actions to gain time for the demolition of all bridges. Many mines were

exploded by parties of the 12th and many telling counter-strokes delivered.

Lancers were everywhere and their Colonel seemed to be everywhere also#

Their dash and tenacity did much to hold up the Germans for two days in the

critical Nieuport-Dixmude area.

For his work in Flanders General Lumsden received the D.S.O.

From Britain after Dunkirk General Lumsden went to the Middle East,

There he soon became famous among the troops as a fighting commander. In

the second battle of Libya he was continually in action and always eager for

opportunities to hit the enemy hard in the place where it would hurt most,

He commanded an armoured Division in the recent fighting.

During the battles which took place when the 8th Army turned and stood

at El Alamein he was wounded, fortunately only slightly. Now, on taking up

his new employment, he is fighting fit again.

General Lumsden, for all the enthusiasm with which he has thrown himself

into the new warfare of armoured formations, has never lost his love of

horses. His favourite recreation is racing and his wiry figure has long

been a familiar sight at meetings. He has ridden many winners, and has on

several occasions ridden in the Grand National,
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