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FORCES RALLYING FOR WORLD'S GREATEST CONFLICT

MR. BEVIN'S MESSAGE TO CANADA.

The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P.
,

Minister of Labour and National

Service, has sent the following message to the Winnipeg and District

Trades end Labour Council who will publish it in their "Labour Day

Annual" at the beginning of next month; following the Annual

convention of the Trades and Labour Congress in Winnipeg next week:~

By the time this is read in your Journal, we shall have practically completed
the third year of war, and the end is not yet.

Some people ask: "Why did it ever begin?" The answer is that those who love

freedom failed to unite; they were not alive to the danger that was growing in their

midst and waiting to destroy them.

Sometimes we arc asked why it has taken so long to overcome the aggressor.

Looking back over the three years of war in Europe and the five years of war in the

East the reason is plain. The aggressor proceeded to deal with his victims one by

one, intending to space out his attack over many years. In that design, happily, ho

has failed, but none the loss the power to decide strategy was his.

China hold Japan for a very long tine; the British Commonwealth kept the enemy

off for a whole year; Russia has received the most formidable of his blows during the

last year and is still holding out with a mighty courage and resolution.

The Western Hemisphere's great opportunity has now come and it is well to know

what has happened under the din of battle.

As the aggressor struck his blows, so the forces of freedom became welded

together. The United Nations have forged the machine of operation, and our strategy
is being developed: The fuel to drive the machines in the shape of munitions and

forces is being supplied; the transportation organisation to deliver these forces

where they can get to grips with the enemy is developing with rapidity.

The great clash between the forces of liberty and aggression must come. As we

stand on the threshold of the fourth year of war we can see how the advantages of the

enemy are rapidly dwindling. He can no longer attack us one by one. Our forces are

arriving at the rallying point for the greatest conflict that the world has ever soon.

It is the United Nations that are new moving into position to determine the

strategy of the war; it is their equipment that is becoming predominant and it is

their united will, acting in cohesion, which will finally bring victory.

This is not the time to cavil or blame each other for every incident that has

occurred in the struggle to build these forces up. It is rather the moment to feel

relief that so many obstacles have been overcome, to feel invigorated at the unity
of the power and forces now being directed against the enemy.

Now is the time, in the days immediately ahead, to make the supreme effort to

bring final peace to the world. In that, the working classes of the world will

play their part and not the least of those will be you in Canada.
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