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DOING A FINE JOB!

LEASE LEND CHIEF'S TRIBUTE TO BRITAIN

A tribute to the way in which Britain is using materials sent to her by the United

States under Lease Lend was paid in a statement by Edward R. STETTINIUS, Jr. Lease Lend

Administrator, who returned to America from England last week.

One purpose of my trip, he said, was to bring into closest harmony the joint

efforts of Great Britain and the United States towards adjusting all requirements to

the developing shortages of certain critical raw materials needed by the two countries.

All requirements are being adjusted, along with similar adjustments in American require-

ments with a view to obtaining the greatest possible combined war production of both

countries out of available materials.

I was very favourably impressed by the way they are using the materials we have

sent them and by the measures they are taking to keep their requirements to a minimum

and to adjust them to the supply available to both countries.

Like us, they face a very difficult situation in meeting their urgent needs but they

ore doing a fine job. The Lease Lend Administration on its part is using the controls

that have always been in force over United States materials supplied to Britain and

other countries under Lease Lend to meet the needs of the present situation as deter-

mined by the Combined Boards which represent both countries.

All requests for critical raw materials by Lease Lend countries from the United

States are, as before, first screened by the Lease Lend Administration. They are also

screened on an overall basis by the Requirements Committce of the War Production Board

before any specific allocations of these materials ore made. Specific allocations to

Lease Lend countries are made by the Requirements Committee after considering their

requests along with the United States military and essential civilian requirements. The

combined raw materials board recommends allocations of critical materials on a world

basis among the United Nations - British Empire materials to the United States as well

as United States materials to Britain and elsewhere.

The C.R.M.B. recommends the allocations in accordance with overall military strategy

and war production determinations as made by the Combined Chiefs of Staff and the Com-

bined Production and Resources Board jointly for the United States and Great Britain.

Final decision as regards raw materials from the United States are in the light of

these recommendations made by the Requirements Committee.

For its part, Lease Lend has, as its prime objective, that raw materials, as well

as other war supplies, should be supplied to those places where they can do most to help

win the war in the shortest time. It continuously reviews individual requests for Lease

Lend materials in order to leave available as much as possible of the allocation for

diversion to United States military or essential domestic use where this seems desirable

for the combined war effort. Whenever the occasion has arisen, it has halted export of

materials already delivered to representatives of Lease Lend countries here in order to

fill an unexpected need in the United States or in another of the United Nations.

As a further step in the same direction Lease Lend is rechecking the uses of all

critical raw materials intended for delivery to the Lease Lend Nations to aid in the

determination in each case whether the use of such materials is the most vital that

could be made for the combined war effort.

Despite the fact that all these materials are part of requests already screened by

the Lease Lend Administration and the Requirements Committee, in some cases the rapidly

changing strategic situation may make it more advisable from the standpoint of ell the

United Nations to convert certain Lease Lend raw materials into finished munitions here

rather than elsewhere, or it may turn cut to be just the other way around.

The Lease Lend Administration retains title in the United States on all materials

delivered here to representatives of Lease Lend countries and had always reserved the

right to divert from them for vital United States or other United Nation use whenever

such use is more important for tho war.

I wish to emphasise again, that these controls are being applied in the present

situation, as heretofore, in accordance with production and strategy determinations made

jointly by tho United States and Great Britain. They are flexible enough to meet chang-

ing situations as they develop. Their purpose is to make sure that critical raw materials

available to the United States are allocated where they will be most effectively used for

the war whether it be to United States production or to our Allies.
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