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THE HIGHLAND DIVISION

A RECORD OF TRADITIONAL COURAGE.

A record of the British Army’s tradition of courage and discipline, as upheld
by the 51st (Highland) division has been written by Eric Linklater in the sixth

of the serios of booklets in the War Office series "The Army at War".

"The Highland Division" price ninepence or 15/- for 24 copies is issued for

the War Office by the Ministry of Information and published by and obtainable

from H.M. Stationery Office or through any bookseller from today, Wednesday,

August 19.

In its 96 pages, trapped in the mauve and green colours of the Division is

told the story of the campaign in which it was engaged in France from January

to June 1940 and in which it set an example that helped to make General do Gaulle,
as he has since confessed, decide "to continue fighting on the side of the Allies

unto the end, no matter what may be the course of events."

The author had many helpmates from Brigadier to batman to whom he pays

acknowledgment in a foreword and with the assistance of four maps in line, the

heroic history of the movements from the Maginot line to the coast are followed

in simple but graphic language.

It was fight and march and fight again until the Fifty First "went into eclipse"

Then ’scorched earth’ and escape.

"It is, on the whole, against a background of rout and the sickness of despair"
writes the author, "that the performance of the Fifty First must be assessed and

the fact that signally emerges is that throughout its rearguard action and retreat,
the Division retained coherence." Discipline ruled until the very end and there

have been fewer sterner tests of it.

"Its spirit wa s unbroken
...

it suffered many casualties but not the fatal

one".

The Division has been reconstituted under its old name and every man shares

the wish of the Secretary of State for War - "abundant opportunity for revenging

your comrades and for adding new glories to an already glorious history".
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