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300 ESCAPE FROM "HELL IN MARTINIQUE"

DE GAULLE’S "LITTLE ARMY" IN CARIBBEAN

In the sun-baked islands of Dominica and Santa Lucia, British Caribbean

Possessions lying respectively a few miles north and south of Vichy’s

Martinique, 300 French men and women are to-day breathing the strange but

welcome air of liberty while they wait for a ship to transport them "somewhere

where we can fight".

All have escaped from Martinique to join the Fighting French. They have

left behind them what they describe as a "100% dictatorship".

Most of the men escaped in little boats at night. The last three to

arrive were picked up by British fishermen ten miles off the coast of Santa

Lucia, They had fainted from sheer exhaustion and their rowing boat was

drifting at the mercy of the currents which a few minutes later would have

flung them on some of the most dangerous reefs in the Nest Indies,

The three hundred escapees include six women, who are being employed in

hospitals, offices and. workshops. General de Gaulle has a representative at

Port Castries, St. Lucia, and while the men are waiting for a ship to take

them to some more active theatre they are leading as military a life as possible.

From reveille at 6 a.m. to the last bout of P.T. at 5 p.m., they are training

according to a rigorous schedule. Many of them have done no military service;

those that have are given temporary N.C.O.'s rank.

The British West Indian population, unused to the sight of French uniforms,
at first looked with some misgiving at this friendly invasion. Now things are

going famously, and most evenings the Frenchmen are invited out to dinner by
the residents.

Vichy’s High Commissioner, Admiral Robert, has instituted a 100%
dictatorship in Martinique and the other French possessions studding the island

belt of the Lesser Antilles, according to these men, "Life in Martinique is

hell", one young French -sailor said, "Robert and a group of pro-Vichy naval

officers from the immobilised French warships have taken over everything. They

are constantly spreading anti-allied propaganda. Many of my friends have been

flung into prison for listening to foreign broadcasts, and many more for trying
to escape.

"The food situation is bad, and I have seen women weeping in the streets

when they have been unable to buy things. The population is pro-allied and

for a long time we hoped that Gaullist and American troops would come to

liberate us."
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