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EXPANSION OF INDIA'S MEDICAL SERVICES

OVER 300 UNITS RAISED

Since the beginning of the war more than 300 Field Medical Units have

been raised in India and are functioning in the United Kingdom, Middle East,

East and West Africa, Palestine, Iraq, Iran, Ceylon, the Seychelles and in

India itself.

Ambulance trains, fully equipped and manned by personnel from the

Medical Services in India, have been provided for the Broad, Standard, and

Meter Gauge railways in the eastern theatres of war. Hospital ships and

craft of various types have been employed for the evacuation of casualties

on the waterways of Iraq, Iran, Burma, Assam and Eastern Bengal.

Unlike other arras of the Defence Services, field units of the

Medical Services do not exist in peace time. On the outbreak of hostilities

field medical units had to he raised and formed, and medical personnel and

equipment provided for the expanding army.

There has been a rapid rise in the number of medical personnel
since 1939, but present assets are still insufficient to meet future

commitments.

To cope with this, many new training schools have been started and

the existing ones rapidly expanded. Theservices of expert consultants

from the United Kingdom have been secured to enrich the existing medical

talent in India.

A new centrally controlled Army Medical Store organisation has

been created in India to meet the demands from the Military Medical

Services. This service is now directly responsible for provisioning,

stockholding and accounting, etc. An inspection section, staffed by
expert technicians, has also been formed.

The Army Medical Store organisation is expanding rapidly as it

has to cater not only for the demands of the Any, but also for the Royal
Indian Navy and the Royal Air Force.

In addition to the normal calls on its resources it lias, on

occasion, provided medical assistance for the American, Chinese and

Russian armies.
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