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THE RECORD OF THE POLISH DESTROYER, O.R.P. KUJAWIAK

A few weeks ago the Polish destroyer "Kujawiak "
was sunk in the Mediterranean.

Far from her homeland she carried out her duty under the Polish flag, increased the

fame of the Polish Navy, and in the course of her all too short existence became one

of the proudest of the Polish ships co-operating with the Royal Navy.

It is sufficient to review the chronicle of the last few months to note many of

the "Kujawiak” attainments.

Last winter the "Kujawiak" was patrolling by night, in company with British

destroyers, along the coasts of Prance, and there she sank two enemy ships. Later, in

the spring, sailing in the escort of a convoy, the "Kujawiak" became involved in a

fight with enemy planes, Junkers 88 's. She shot down two Junkers and drove off the

others. The convoy reached the appointed port without losses.

At the beginning cf June General Sikorski visited the "Kujawiak" to present

4 Virtuti Militari’s and 37 Crosses for gallantry to the officers and men. These

figures speak for themselves and are an eloquent proof of the bravery and devotion

displayed.

Soon after this the "Kujawiak" was given an important new task, which unfortunately

was to he her last. She was among the escort of a strong Mediterranean convoy* The

convey sailed through peaceful waters and all seemed to presage the host. About a

fortnight passed without any fighting, hut suddenly the enemy attacked the convoy, break-

ing the idyll. The first attack was made in the afternoon by planes. That first

attack ms at the same time the first success on her last expedition.

Together with a second ship she shot down two planes.

Later the convoy was attacked again, this time by Junkers 88 's. In all

probability one of those was shot down by the fire from the "Kujawiak 's" docks.

Then 30 German planes approached, two cf which wore disabled. Once- again one of

them was put down to the "Kujawiak".

A fourth plane fell a victim to her in the course of that day, during the last

raid. It should be added that at that time the "Kujawiak" also damaged another enemy

piano by her machine-gun fire. It was shot dam later by another ship in the convey.

This was still not the end cf her fight and her successes.

The next day it came to a fight between the units escorting the convey and Axis

cruisers and destroyers. The "Kujawiak" took an unusually active part in this action,
which ended with the enemy being driven off.

The port of destination could now be soon in the distance. Suddenly there

was an explosion. Water and oil flooded the watertight compartments in the stem. The

"Kujawiak" took a strong list to port, Tho crow made superhuman efforts to save the

ship; it was seen, however, that these were in vain. The ship had to be abandoned.

There was no trace of panic among tho crew. The engines had been stopped and tho boilers

and depth-charges secured before the explosion. The beads and rafts had boon lowered.
The Captain gave tho order to abandon ship.

The crew left calmly, but it could be seen that they were going through tho worst

moment of their lives, having grown fend of their ship. On the deck there remained only

tho Captain, one mate and one A.B. They stayed, there for another ten minutes.

The Captain wanted to save his nest cherished, possession from his cabin. He ran

quickly to the doer and opened it - but in that moment he felt that he was trapped. A

sudden fresh lurch caused the table and chairs in the cabin to slide down and block

the entrance. There was no time to be lost. This ship’s life hung by minutes, if not

by seconds.

Suddenly the deer opened. Tho two sailors who had stayed with the Captain on deck,

seeing that his absence was prolonged, thought he must have returned to his cabin, and

that something serious must have occurred, there. They hastened to the rescue. It was

already highest time. Less than a minute after the Captain and his two companions had

jumped into tho water the ship went down.

The exceptional efficiency of the crew, their calm and discipline, caused there

to be very little loss cf life. All the wounded were also rescued, and are now return-

ing to health. Such was the epic of the "Kujawiak", and such was her end.
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