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TELEGRAMS TO AND FROM FORCES OVERSEAS

Date Con cession: New EFM Phrases

Arising out of the public interest in the question of the inclusion

of the date of origin in telegrams from the Forces Overseas, and in the

addition of more phrases to the list of Standard Texts for E.F.M. telegrams,

the General Post Office and Messrs, Cable & Wireless Ltd, have issued the

following statement:-

(l) The desirability of including the date of handing-in on the delivered

form of telegrams from the Forces abroad is fully appreciated by all the

authorities concerned.

(2) The censorship authorities have arranged only to delete the date when

this is really necessary in the interest of security, and whenever the date

is left in by the censors it is duly transmitted to this country by Cable &

Wireless Ltd, The date shown is, however, that on which the message reaches

the Army Post Office or the Telegraph Service (not necessarily the day when

the telegram was written by the sender).

(3) It has been found, however, that in many cases the date duly appears on

the delivered form but the addressee is sometimes unable to pick it out

from the other particulars in the preamble. This difficulty has been recently

overcone by shewing the month (as well as the day) in letters, e.g. "12 AUG",
"l0 JUL" or " 10 JUN" etc. so that the date should now be readily identifiable.

(4) The original list of E.F.M. phrases was decided upon after an actual

examination of traffic. It is impracticable to provide for all contingencies,
but the list has been constantly under review.

(5) After consultation with the various telegraph authorities abroad and

the Welfare Authorities of the Army, Navy and R.A.F. To new phrases have

recently been decided upon and will be brought into use very shortly. There

will then be a total of 1 89 phrases available.
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