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ROYAL INDIAN NAVY: TRAINING DEVELOPMENTS

NEW TORPEDO SCHOOL

The Royal Indian Navy is to build a new Torpedo School which in

addition to providing for torpedo instruction, will incorporate facilities for

training in handling depth charges, laying and disposing of mines, and operating
and maintaining ships’ electrical equipment. Training in the three last-named

branches has hitherto been carried on in separate establishments.

Centralisation is aimed at producing a steady flow of highly qualified

specialists, the best of whom, while serving, will be eligible for warrant and

commissioned rank. Those who have been through the School will be fitted for

well-paid civil employment after completing service with the R.I.N.

ANTI-SUBMARINE SCHOOL

In conjunction with the Royal Navy, the Royal Indian Navy is also

developing a new Anti-Submarine School in India which will be the largest in

the British Commonwealth, outside Great Britain. The present R.I.N. Anti-

Submarine School lias done good work but is not big enough to cope with current

demands.

The Officer-in-Charge will be lent by the Royal Navy, staff null consist

of officers from both the R.N. and the R.I.N. and officers and men for

training will be drawn from all the navies of the United Nations,

GUNNERY SCHOOL

Next year the R.I.N's Gunnery School, which was recently moved to larger

premises, and which has trained 15 times more ratings since the war than

previously, will be transferred to a new and larger building in another town.

TRAINING MERCHANT SEAMEN

As part of the general expansion of the Royal Indian Navy steps have been

taken at major Indian ports to meet the greatly increased demand for training in

naval gunnery. New buildings are now being constructed, and more of the most

up-to-date equipment is to be provided..

From the beginning of the war the Navy has given officers and men of the

Mercantile Marine instruction in gunnery. On their arrival in port masters of

merchant ships are visited by a Staff Officer who offers them opportunities for

training their crews, either ashore or on board, in the use of high angle said

low angle guns.

"Refresher" courses arc conducted for the benefit of crews that have

already had training in other ports.

In one Indian port a range is used solely for the purpose of teaching

officers and men of the Mercantile Marine the handling of anti-aircraft

armament. The instructors are officers and higher gunnery ratings of the R.I.N.

AIRCRAFT RECOGNITION

In other establishments, which will soon be started, there will be

improved facilities for training officers and ratings of the R.I.N. in the

recognition of various types of aircraft likely to be sighted at sea.

NIGHT LOCK-OUT

Other schools in various ports will centralise instruction in keeping a

sharp look-out at night; in particular, ratings will be taught how to identify

objects at night in different conditions of visibility.

The purpose of these and other new R.I.N. gunnery centres is to enable

officers and men to keep their knowledge up-to-date after they have completed
their course in the main Gunnery School.


