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U.S. ARMY TAKES OVER AMERICAN RED

CROSS -HARVARD FIELD HOSPITAL UNIT

The American Red Cross-Harvard Field Hospital Unit, established in

England in August, 1940, has now been taken over by the United States

Amy and will become the Central Laboratory of the Armed Forces in this

country, it was announced today by William E. Stevenson, Red Cross Delegate
to Great Britain.

This Unit - a joint venture on the part of the American Red Cross and

Harvard University - was set up in England following an offer from Harvard

to Britain, made at the beginning of this war, of funds and workers for

research in any field that might contribute towards winning the war.

Britain replied that there was a need for a study of wartime epidemics,
andit was agreed to establish an organization that would be divided into

three distinct activities: (1) a hospital for the care of patients with

communicable diseases, (2) research laboratories for the study of clinical

problems and,, epidemiology, and (3) a field organisation for studies in

epidemiology.

The unit represented a combination of the American Red Cross tradition

of service and a spirit of research by Harvard University, The hospital
was provided, staffed and financed by the American Red Cross; Harvard

provided the laboratory and the medical and technical staff; and the

British Ministry of Health prepared the site, erected the buildings and

shared in the operating cost. The total investment by the American Red

Cross is approximately $600,000. The investment by Harvard University,
in addition to their contribution in the professional and technical

direction of the project, is more than $150,000. The balance of the

total investment of some $1,000,000 has been made by the British Ministry
of Health.

Very soon a stream of ships crossing the Atlantic was bringing to

Britain, not only every piece of equipment and all the medical supplies,
but also the buildings themselves. Sixty-six thousand, pieces of

prefabricated structural material, in sections each tongued and grooved

for rapid erection, together with thousands of bolts and braces, were

shipped over. British workmen, under the supervision of an American

building expert, assembled the pieces into a 22-building war hospital.

Heating and plumbing equipment of the very latest kind was also brought

over and. installed at the hospital.

The 22 buildings are all linked by covered wooden walks. Each build-

ing is self-contained so that damage from military action would be confined

to the building struck. Many of the blackout curtains were the work of

American Red Cross Volunteers in Washington D.C. The equipment was, in

many instances, specially designed to meet needs emphasised by the British

authorities.

In January 1941 the Field Staff of the Hospital was at work on the

control and study of epidemics in this country. They worked with

the Ministry of Health, using the laboratory facilities of their British

colleagues, until base operations were established at the hospital. The

Laboratory was the first division to get under way in June 1941. In

September 1941 the hospital admitted its first patients.

The staff of the hospital consisted of ten American doctors from

Harvard University, 62 American Rod Gross nurses, 6 technicians and

8 members of the Administrative Staff - all of whom have during the past

year waged an unceasing war on wartime epidemics.
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Following the transfer of the hospital, 18 of the nurses accepted comissions

in the U.S. Army
and

were sworn in on July 16 . On August 1st another eleven

nurses were sworn into the Army. All other nurses came to London and are

awaiting further assig nments with the American Red Cross.

Mobile Units attached to the hospital have always been prepared to go at

once to the scene of an outbreak, to make a research on the spot and to quell it.

These field activities have covered a wide variety of infectious diseases in many

parts of England, Scotland,and Northern Ireland. A unitwas in Bristol to deal

with a paratyphoid outbreak last year and representatives recently went to

Glasgow in connection with the outbreak of smallpox there.

The Laboratory has played a large part in theworkof the Field Hospital
Unit generally. It has been the center of activities for the whole unit, has

materially aided field studies an d has made a valuable contribution to the work

of the hospital.

In the hospital proper a number of patients of all, classes and from all

walks of life have been successfully treated. British soldiers hive formed a

large proportion of the patients and, amongst the civilians, children from the

war nurseries have been in the majority. In recent weeks the U.S. Army has been

represented and is new the dominant interest.

The Director of the Hospital was Dr. John E. Gordon, Professor of Preventive

Medicine and epidemiology at Harvard University. The physician in charge was

Dr. Alex. J. Steigman.

The Laboratory work was under the direction of Dr. T.F.McNair Scott, form-

erly Research Professor of Pediatric s at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr.
Scott was born in dryland and is well-known in medical circles here.

ChiefNurse at the Hospital was British-born Gertrude Madley, formerly

Supervisor of the Contagious Division of the Herman Kiefer Hospital in Detroit,
who saw active service nursing British troops during the last war.

The British people will, it is believed, be glad that this gift from the

American people will, in caring for American service men, play an even greater

part than ever before in the fight against disease. After the war the hospital
will be turned over by the American Red Cross and Harvard University to the

British Ministry of Health for the benefit of the people of Great Britain.

AMERICAN RED CROSS IN GREAT BRITAIN
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