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GERMANS SHOOT TWENTY FRENCH HOSTAGES

AND TRY TO HUSH IT UP

Details of the shooting of twenty French hostages at Chavannes

(Eure et Loire) are contained in a document which reached Gen. do Gaulle's

H.Q. this evening.

Presumably because of the present keyed-up state of French opinion,
Germans tried to hush up the shootings, which followed the recent

wrecking of a heavily laden German troop train in Normandy.

Hostages were chosen from every town in the department. The news

leaked out through friends of the four men who were chosen from the

cathedral city of Chartres* They were Alliard, Mauger (the father of

two children), Brouste (who lived with his aged mother)', and Cormier

(aged 23, father of a baby born two days before the arrest).

The four men were arrested because a stone had been thrown in

the window of a bookshop catering for Germain soldiers,, They were held

as hostages for one month.

On the Tuesday the twenty hostages were curtly informed that they

would be shot on the following Thursday, Two hours before the execution

they were bundled into lorries containing the coffins in which they were

to be buried.

Some of the men did the journey to the execution ground sitting on

their own coffins.

Brouste alone resisted at the last moment. He put up such a fight

that the German guards kicked him and hit him before tying him to the

execution stake.

Some of the men refused bandages, others asked to be allowed to

smoke cigarettes. As the German officer barked the final orders to

his firing squad, the strains of the Marseillaise, sung by the condemned

men, were heard far away.

No notification of the executions was sent to the families of

the hostages until several days afterwards. Then the "next of kin"

received a letter from the Kommandantur stating that "so-and-so had been

shot and had been buried at such-and-such a place, - Motive - sabotage".

The story spread, and large crowds are filing daily before the

tombs of the twenty men. Their graves are piled high with flowers.

FRENCH PRESS SERVICE


