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RAPID AND HEAVY ATTACK ON DUSSELDORF

A great number of Lancasters, as well as a great force of all the

other types of heavy and medium bombers, attacked Dusseldorf last night*

It was probably the most concentrated attack that Bomber Command has

yet made. Over 150 four-thousand pound bombs, a great weight of other high

explosive bombs of all sizes, and hundreds of thousands of incendiaries

were dropped on Dusseldorf in no more than 50 minutes.

Very good weather, bright moonlight, and easy recognition of the

target made possible such a rapid attack and the consequent saturation

of the defences*

Though Dusseldorf is an arsenal of great importance to the enemy*s

armed forces, and therefore has all the defences that one would expect,
the guns and searchlights were confused by the momentum of the bombing.

Dusseldorf lay quiet as the first of the bombers came over, A

Lancaster pilot, who may have been the very first to get there, described

his flight over the silent and apparently unresisting city in the moonlight.

There were no guns and no searchlights. The Lancaster dropped its bombs,
the first of so many thousands. On so clear a night the flash of the

heaviest bombs was astonishingly brilliant, but even more dramatic was the

sudden answer of the defences. Hundreds of searchlights came on at once,

and the sky was filled with bursting shells. To overcome such opposition
it was necessary that the bombs should fall in a ceaseless rain. They did.

Throughout the, attack, the searchlights were extremely active, and

made every effort to form in cones around the bombers.

Fires sprang as the bombs were dropped, and above them

were columns of smoke, up to 4,000 feet.

"The fires seemed to be in command," a pilot said* Spreading

outwards from the main targets, the flames ate their way into most parts

of the town.

Dusseldorf is one of the largest centres of heavy industry, especially

steel and engineering in Germany* Among its products are component parts

for motor vehicles, aircraft, and warships, torpedoes, mines, haavy guns,

shells, bombs, grenades, armour plates, and explosives. The centre of

the town is a very congested area. Its industries lie both in and around

the town, and some especially important plants are in the suburbs, The

town of Dusseldorf itself has about 350,000 inhabitants and another

150,000 on its outskirts.

Reconnaissance confirmed that at 11 o'clock this morning many fires

were still burning.


