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ADOPTION OF CHILDREN

The Home Office and the Scottish office announce that steps have now been

taken to bring into full operation on the Ist June the provisions of the

Adoption of Children (Regulation) Act, which were postponed on the outbreak of

war. The Act forbids any body of persons other than a local authority or

registered adoption society to make any arrangements for the adoption of a

child, and Regulations which have been made by the Home Secretary prescribe,
inter alia, the form in which adoption societies can apply to county and

county borough councils for registration. Copies of the Regulations can be

stained from H.M. Stationery Office, price 2d. net.

As from the 1st June an individual participating as a third party in

arrangements for placing a child under 9 in the care of a person, who is not

the child’s parent or guardian or a near relative and who undertakes the

maintenance of the child without reward, must give notice to the Welfare

authority and provisions will apply similar to those which apply where the

maintenance of a child is undertaken for reward.

Subject to certain exceptions, the Act prohibits payments in respect of

adoptions, except with the leave of a court, and the publication of advertise-

ments offering a child for adoption; or offering to adopt a child; or offering
to make arrangements for the adoption of a child, unless in the last case the

advertisement is inserted by a registered adoption society or a local

authority.

The Act imposes restrictions on sending children for adoption abroad.

The Act applies also to Scotland where the registration and welfare

authorities are County Councils and Town Councils of large Burghs, and

similar regulations are being issued by the Secretary of State for Scotland.
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