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MOST ELUSIVE SUBMARINE IS HOME

The elusive TAKU is home again. No British submarine has been hunted more

relentlessly than H.M.S. TAKU, which lieutenant A.J.W. Pitt, R.N., recently brought
safely to a harbour in the United Kingdom after a year of Mediterranean adventures.

Early in the war, after the TAKU had torpedoed a large supply ship off the

Norwegian coast, she was forced to lie for hours on the, seabed while hunting craft

searched for her and "a perfect avalanche of depth charges rained down."

Her most recent escape was in the Aegean Sea where, except for half-an-hour on

the surface, when the Captain could not risk making the noise of running the blowers
to clear the air in the submarine, the TAKU remained submerged for 36 hours.

Lieutenant Pitt, whose home is near Titchfield, Hants., described this experience

on the TAKU’s arrival at a British port recently.

"The hunt was started three days after we had sunk a medium-sized supply ship.

They had tried hard to get us then, dropping a First Eleven unpleasantly close, and

a Second Eleven even closer," he said, "But we got away, only to be subjected to

a most intensive hunt three days later. The pursuit by two anti-submarine craft

began at five o’clock on an afternoon of glassy calm, V/e had already been down sine©

dawn.

“Two depth charges were dropped close, but they did no’ damage, I knew from

observation that the hunting craft were short of depth charges, and I soon realised

that they meant to stick with me until I was forced to surface.

"I tried every kind of avoiding action, and then I decided that it was impossible
to shake them off in the open sea, and that ray only hope in this flat calm was to get

among coastal water noises."

It was now eight o’clock in the evening. Lieutenant pitt had dismissed his crew

from "Diving Stations", and, while supper was being eaten, he went the rounds of each

mess, explaining the situation.

"They were all in very good heart," Lieutenant Pitt continued " and their

cheerfulness was a great encouragement to me.

"During the night I surfaced for 35 minutes. It seemed that we had given them

the slip, but it was still essential that we should make the minimum of noise, so we

could not clear the air in the submarine.

"Yfe stayed down for the rest of the night and through the following day. Every-

one was panting a great deal from mid-day onwards. About four or five of the crew

were very flaked out at the end of the day.

"About half past six in the evening I gave the order to surface, We had eluded

the hunters. All hands were given a corrective dose of halibut oil, and were made

to gargle. By morning everyone was perfectly fit again. "

But the patrol had only just begun so far as Lieutenant Pitt wan concerned.

Before returning to base ha sank by gunfire a ship flying a swastika flag and loaded

with German soldiers. Then he bombarded an enemy-occupied harbour.
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The rating who took most pleasure in this bombardment was the gunlayer, Leading

Seaman G. Lee, whose home is at Hyde, Isle of wight. He had to lob his shells over

the mole and hit a large auxiliary yacht lying in the harbour. After straddling the

target with the first two, he got five hits on the ship, and later clouds of dust

were seen rising from a big pink warehouse on the quay.

The TAKU's ship's company claims to be the youngest in the submarine branch.

The oldest man on board is 31. Lieutenant Pitt is 28, and the TAKU is the fourth

submarine he has commanded.

The larger proportion of the TAKU's officers and men are married. Three of

the officers returned to see children they had not yet met.

NAVAL AFFAIRS

Note: photograph Available From P.N.A.
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