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Wardens all over the country report a slackening in the assistance

they need from the householders in their sector in keeping what is

called "the Census of Households” up to date*

"One of the warden's most important jobs" said Wing Commander

Hodsoll, Inspector-General of Civil Defence, "is to know where people
in his sector will be at night - in their houses or in shelters, how

many are sleeping in a house, mid when a house is going to be temporarily

unoccupied. This is necessary so that wardens can tell the rescue parties
whereabouts to look for people who may be burled as a result of a raid.

"I have just got back from some pretty extensive tours and the wardens

told me almost everywhere how difficult they find it these days to keep their

information up to date* Probably the householder doesn’t realise that

keeping the Wardens informed on thse points may mean one day the saving not

only of his own life but those of his relations and friends.

"It is just as important to let the wardens know when a house is going
to be left empty, so that if it is badly damaged the rescue parties will not

waste time digging there, I shall never forget the experience of a rescue

party which tunnelled for 48 hours for two people, who it turned out, had

gone away for the weekend."

Wardens require the same information about hotels and boarding and

lodging houses. Wing Commander Hodsoll said that he had come across a number

of cases quite recently where hotels and other places like them had been

..embed and the registers destroyed. There was no record of any kind to show

how many people were occupying the building at the time, and the rescue

parties had no information of any kind to help them.

"I know it is a difficult task" said Wing Commander Hodsoll "because the

’population' of these concerns is always changing. But managers can help a

great deal if they will co-operate with the wardens."
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