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ADDRESS TO FARMERS, FARM WORKERS AND LANDOWNERS

Given in the Guildhall, Winchester, on 15th March, 1943, by the

Duke of Norfolk, Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture

Speaking at Winchester to-day (Monday), the Duke of Norfolk told his audience

that among many well deserved tributes to the farming community the best, perhaps, was

that by Lord Woolton, who said that but for the fanners of this country we should have

starved, and lost the war. When the full story came to be told, the Duke said, the

whole nation would realise the immensity of its debt to the farmers and farm workers.

Something like 80 million tons of crops were harvested in 1942, Meanwhile there must

be no relaxation of effort. The U-boat menace had increased. Ships that might have

been carrying Imported food had had to be diverted to the carriage of essential war

material.

Hampshire's Fart, the Dulce said, had been no small one. Since the war it had increased

its arable acreage by 50%, its com crops by 70%, and had more than doubled its sugar-

beet and barley acreages. Its rye acreage had been increased nearly five-fold and its

potato acreage more than four-fold. All this had been managed in spite of increasing

difficulties in tho supply of labour and materials.

The Labour Problem had been a very difficult one and was bound to become even more

acute. Agriculture has made its contribution in man power to the armed forces and

many farmers had felt severely the loss of their skilled men* There was no standing

reserve of skilled farm workers on which we could draw, but greater use must be made of

the Women's Land Army, seasonal labour and prisoners of war.

The Women's Land Army was advancing from strength to strength, but for the moment the

demand exceeded the supply and the present number of 55,000 must be very greatly

enlarged this year. The W.L.A. girls had done and were doing magnificent work.

Italian Prisoners A good number of these: were already working in Hampshire, most of

them from large camps. It was the Minister's intention to open several hostels in the

county an soon as further prisoners could be brought over* The prisoners had proved

to be very adaptable and had gained experience in our farming methods.

Seasonal Labour The Duke said that we could not expect much soldier labour this year,

but the loss could be made good if use was made of the thousands of willing helpers
from the villages and towns a source of supply that was, as yet, largely untapped.

Farmers must collaborate to make the fullest use of unskilled labour.

School Harvest Camps The Duke was glad to hear that the Hampshire War Agricultural
Executive Committee were planning to increase their number of school harvest camps this

year. He hoped that they would extend a welcome to parties of girls as well as to boys.

Machinery and Fuel Our manufacturers here and overseas were doing their utmost to

meet the demand for agricultural machinery, and it was up to us to see that the machines

we had were properly cared for. Care in the daily maintenance of tractors and the

seasonal overhaul of other machines were vitally important, and carelessness in these

things was criminal and the worst form of sabotage* There must be the greatest

possible economy in the use of tractor oil. It was imported in the same way as

petrol and was just as precious.

Standard of Farming One of the most remarkable developments was the steady

improvement in the standard of farming. Farmers had been ready to co-operate and to

learn from their neighbours. Demonstrations arranged by County Committees had been

well attended and had had very good results.
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Interesting Developments The Duke referred to an interesting development the

Growmore Club -- which had had its origin in Hampshire and which he hoped had come to

stay. "The more of this getting together to discuss and to solve individual problems

we can arrange, the greater and more lasting will be our chances of success.” In

Hampshire, too, the Farleigh House Training Hostel Scheme was an idea worth copying.
Its primary aim was to supply a labour force, but it also served as an excellent

training ground for youths who wished to enter an agricultural college. This was

one way of ensuring that the right type of man and woman entered the ranks of farming.

Milk Milk, the Duke said, must take priority in the agricultural effort. The first

task of the dairy farmer was to grow sufficient feeding stuffs for his own dairy herd

for milk production, especially winter milk production. Our milk supplies wore,

happily, being maintained, Hampshire's own figures for the month of December, 1942

showed an increased in output of 6.4% compared with the previous year, but we should

need still more milk next winter, A great effort would be needed. The targets for

1943/44, shortly to be sent out to County Committees, would be difficult to reach, and

we should be unwise to count on a repetition of last year's favourable weather

conditions. Farmers must therefore plan their cropping carefully, and plan now,

Hampshire's example showed that arable dairying for winter production was successful,
and if it were practised all over the country we need have no fear for our milk

supplies in the winters tc come.

Dressing of Barley Seed More barley would be needed for milling, and as an insurance

against a poor crop the Duke urged his hearers to dress the seed, before sowing,
with an organo-mercury dust. This might avoid a loss in yield of 25% or more caused

by Leaf Stripe.

Livestock Dairy farmers, the Duke said, must get rid of non-productive dairy cows

arid replace them with good quality animals. That applied also to beef cattle. It

was folly to waste our effort and our precious feedings tuffs on poor quality cows

and low grade store animals. We should see to it that we had the best.

Posts. Rats, rabbits, grey squirrels and woodpigeons were a veritable Fifth Column

within our citadel. County Committees would destroy these at a moderate charge, and

it would be hard to find a cheaper form of insurance. Farmers must remember that

ricks must bo fenced before threshing and all rats destroyed.

The Future The Duke said that all who knew the many storms that agriculture had

weathered in the past must feel some concern for the morrow. Ho one could say what

the future would bring, but the Duke said that it had been his duty to reply on behalf

of H.M. Goverment to a recent debate on agriculture in the House of Lords, There

had been a striking unanimity of opinion during the course of the debate. Although

each speaker viewed the industry from a different angle all had agreed on one

fundamental fact that a healthy, well-balanced agricultural industry was the

pre-requisite of a happy and prosperous countryside.

"That debate", the Duke concluded, "was encouraging. The inestimable value

of the work of our farming people, I am confident, is fully realised by all whose

concern it is to see that agriculture shall take its rightful place in any scheme of

economic re—organisation in the future".
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