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SAFFRON MAIDEN YOUTH HALLY

Addressing the Youth Rally in saffron Walden today, (Sunday) Mb. R«A. Butler

M.P., president of the Board of Education and Member of parliament for the saffron

Walden Division, spoke of the development of the youth Service following upon the

registration of the 16 and 17 year old boys and girls.

Mr* Butler said that from information supplied to him by the Local Education

Authorities it appeared that over 600,000 young people had been interviewed in

1942 as a result of the follow-up of registration. This in itself was an enormous

task which had been carried out with great sympathy and understanding, and thanks

were due to all concerned* it testified to the readiness of men and women everywhere
to give freely of their own leisure in assisting young people to make the mo&t of

theirs.

Mr. Butler said that the interviews had been of the greatest value in

.establishing a more understanding relationship between young 'people and the public

Authorities, besides being illuminating to the interviewers themselves* They
had been impressed with the bearing of our young people and their readiness to

undertake training and service on behalf of the community*

The fact that the country was taking more interest in these young people made

them more interested in themselves. Some of them were already too busily engaged
at their Jobs or otherwise to undertake any further activities* The results of the

interviews pointed clearly to the need for more leisure time opportunities for

young people and a longer period of education in order that they might make full

use of these opportunities*

In congratulating the Essex Local Education Authority and the Saffron Walden

and Dunmow Local Youth committee on developing the Youth service as an effective

branch of the educational service in the County, the president said that, at this

critical time, we were taking a positive stand to consolidate the work begun in our

schools, and, to develop training for citizenship and leadership, which would be so

greatly needed in the post-war world*

But we must not rest content with what was being done, we must develop a

comprehensive system of continued education and training to cover the years of

adolescence*

’’Youth’* said Mr. Butler, ”is not a phenomenon to be isolated and treated

separately. The activities of young people must flow out of the atmosphere of

the school and look forward to the adventure of life. we needed to associate the

enthusiasm and idealism of Youth with the experience of age.”
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