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NOTES OF SPEECH MADE BY MR. DONALD McCULLOUGH PRESIDING- AT NORTH OF ENGLAND

BRAINS TRUST AT MANCHESTER, ON ERIEAT NIGHT, THE 12TH MARGIN

Mr, Donald McCullough, Question Master at a North of England Food Production

Brains Trust in Manchester on Friday night, 12th March, said that digging for Victory

was playing an important part in the grand strategy of wax - the backyard had become

a bastion of democracy. Apparently 95% the Fighting Forces wanted to come back

to homes with gardens. A Government Survey, recently completed, had shown that

17.8 % of allotment holders took an allotment to save money, 55% to get fresh food for

the family, 14-y to get fresh air and exercise, 5$ to help in the War effort, and 7%
to save shopping. On the other hand, of those who didn't, 5% thought it a poor

idea owing to pests, 7% found that they couldn't get good soil, 2% couldn't get

enough manure, 2% not enough water, 7% not enough time, 5% too far from home,

1% couldn't afford it, 1% couldn't bear to have their vegetables stolen, and 7%

disapprove of allotments because they involve too much hard work.

With millions starting to groW vegetables, the question of advice is most

important. The survey shows that of all the gardeners in the country 2% had

difficulty in obtaining advice, 91% had no difficulty at all in getting advice,

7% didn't want advice but couldn't avoid it.

As regards reference books it was found that the most popular ones were

catalogues, no doubt due to the encouraging illustrations.

The Government has also been trying to find out the main sources of gardening
information and, according to the survey, the gardening correspondents in the

Press are the main sources of gardening information. These are read by no

less than 77% of gardeners, broadcasting follows with 70% leaflets with 44%

As regards broadcasting, as you might expect, Mr. Middleton got away with almost

80% of listeners, Radio Allotment, which gives a ringside account of an allotment

being massacred by the radio experts at the B.B.C. came second, closely’- followed

by ’’Over the Border”.

As regards vegetables, 92% of allotment holders grew’ cabbages, 84% potatoes,
and 81% brussel sprouts - I think your experience at meals every day -would confirm

the accuracy of these statistics.

With regard to dreams about the future, I think it is significant that the

survey showed that 96/% of allotment holders intend to keep on their allotments

after the war. One class of the community, namely skilled workers, came down to

82%, no doubt due to backache. But amongst retired people it went to 97%

92% of women allotment holders intend to keep their allotments after the war, and

82% of women gardeners are going to go on growing their own vegetables. That

gives some idea of the War aims of Britain’s Gallant Digger's for Victory.


