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THE BEVERIDGE REPORT:

"MORE HOT AIR THAN UNDERSTANDING" SAYS MR. HERBERT MORRISON

Mr. Herbert Morrison, Home Secretary and Minister of Home

Security, speaking to his South Hackney constituents, at

7.30 this evening said;-

There seems to be an impression in scone quarters that the Government is being
rather backward about a social security plan. Impressions are all very well, but I

prefer facts. The Beveridge Report was published at the beginning of December last.

Less than three months after the appearance of this very comprehensive and elaborate

plan, the product of over a year’s work, covering a very large part of the great field

of our social services, the Government had completed its examination of the plan and was

able to announce its policy to the House of Commons, That, I submit, was quick work.

And the pace continues. The Government announced that the work of preparing the

necessary body of legislation was to be carried out partly in the Government Departments
at present responsible for different aspects of the field which has to be covered, but

also by a specially appointed team of senior officials who would co-ordinate this work

in the departments and would themselves do the work in fields not covered by any

existing department. That team has already been selected and appointed, in the midst of a

war, I would remand you, when civil servants of high standing are in very active demands.

Its preliminary work has begun. Among the matters which will fall into its special

province is the extremely important subject of Children’s Allowances.

We must not under-estimate the vast area of ground that has to be covered and the

great amount of administrative preparation necessary before a plan like this is ready to

be put into effect. Some people have talked as though it could all be done in a few

weeks, I am not going to commit myself to estimating how long the work may take - the

field is too vast and the circumstances of war too uncertain but I am quite sure that it

is much more than a matter of a few weeks.

One of these subjects alone, Hie comprehensive health service, on which the

Minister of Health is pressing forward his discussions with local authorities and

representative medical bodies, is perhaps one of the greatest single tasks of organisa-
tion and preparatory legislation that any single Government department has ever had to

tackle.

NEVER A BETTER CHANCE NOR BETTER CASE

The conception of a full national public health service is older than Beveridge hut

now the opportunity has come to give it effect. There has never been a better chance -

or a better case - for bold handling of the whole structure of national health than this

war and the post-war prospect offer us. We mean to grasp the opportunity - we are

doing so already. We will move over to a new idea of national health in which the

maximum physical well-being of all of us high and low, young and old, becomes a matter

of national concern and is maintained by the best the nation can muster in the way of

professional skill and organisation.

In the Home Office we are busily engaged in the further study and analysis of the

problem of Workmen’s Compensation, upon which the Government's policy is yet to be deter-

mined and announced to Parliament, I have no doubt that work is similarly getting under

way in the other departments concerned.



2

There is some disposition to talk as though the Beveridge Plan had been in some

way wholly or partly shelved by the Government. I don’t know what you think, but it

seems to me a most improbable proceeding for any Government to make the announcements

we have made (about an investigation and report which, let me remind you, it had it-

self initiated) and to set on foot the great programme of preparatory work that we

have set on foot, all on the basis that nevertheless it was not really serious about

the matter and did not really mean business. To me this is nonsense, and I think

the day will come when the croakers and carpers may perhaps feel a little foolish

over some of the things they been saying.

One final word about Beveridge. There has, I suspect, been a great deal more

hot air and enthusiasm about the plan than there has been understanding of it, I

think it is a duty on the part of responsible citizens everywhere to read the Report

or the official summary of it and to get to understand it thoroughly.

I have heard it said that there are three groups of people in relation to the

Beveridge Report, those who are for it, those who are against it, and those who have

read it. However that may be, a really informed public opinion on this question
cannot but be a help to the making and implementing of sound decisions, and I counsel

all of you, and not least the wage earners of the country, to take good care that

they really do literally know what they are talking about on this issue.
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