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FLAX - A MUNITION OF FAR

An appeal for more flax production for war purposes was made by Sir Basil Brooke,
Northern Ireland Minister of Commerce and Production, speaking at a flax production
campaign meeting at Strabane, County Tyrone, today.

"As Minister of Commerce and production with ray responsibility for war production
in Northern Ireland," he said, "I know how vitally every ounce of the 100,000 acres

of flax which my colleague, Lord Glentoran, has asked you to grow, is needed for war

purposes.

"This flax will be made into linen that will be used in the manufacture of

aeroplanes of the trainer type on which your sons and relations will be trained in

preparation for carrying the war into Germany - linen that is being used on the big

Wellington bombers that go out nightly to smash the nerve centres of the enemy’s

arms production. It will be used to make sewing cord for parachute harness: it will

be used to make the very ’webbing of the harness itself v

"35,000 yards of this webbing .are woven in Northern Ireland each week, and it is

tested to carry a weight of up to 400,000 lbs. Lord Glentoran wants not only the

22,000 farmers who grew flax last year, but 20,000 or 25,000 new growers to sow, say,

two or three acres of flax a head. That should work out well, because the acreage

payment of ten pounds per acre in the case of the new grower is a form of insurance

against loss,"

On the labour question the Minister said: "In 1941 and 1942 bad weather played

havoc with our Harvest time-table and in the end it came down to a question of

getting enough labour to save the crops. The Government intends to enrol 3,000 or

more unemployed workers amid to form these into mobile detachments under competent

leaders, which will be available to go at the shortest possible notice to the assist-

ance of any farmer in any district who needs help.

"While the workers will receive from the Ministry as a minimum the highest

agricultural wage prevalent in Northern Ireland, the farmers for whom they work will

only be asked to recoup the Ministry at the rate of the minimum agricultural wage for

their particular area. That is to say, that in the Strabane area, while the workers

will receive 53/ per week, the farmer mil only be asked to pay 47/3d,

"The post-war world will hold many problems and there will be much work to be

done to make it the kind of world we all want. What we have to make sure of by our

efforts now is that we shall have the right to make that world in our own way,

"He must work for victory; we must deserve victory, so that when peace comes

we shall have the right, still as a free and democratic people, to shape our own

world and to determine our own way
of living. I know the farmers of Northern Ireland

will play their part now and when that better time comes,"
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