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HALIFAX WITH ELEVEN LIVES

A Badly damaged Halifax in a Canadian Bomber squadron came safely Back from the

last raid on cologne after flying helplessly over the city with all its lights on.

Here is a list of the things that happened to the crew;-

1. One propeller was completely shot off.

2. The four engines all stopped at once when the Halifax was thrown on its Back,

3. Three of the engines picked up. One of them barely worked, another had

been hit and damaged, and a third had had its cowlings shot off.

4. There were flak holes in the wings, ailerons and fuselage.

5. The astrodome was shot away.
6. The bomb doors would not close because of damage to the hydraulics.

7. A parachute broke loose, rolled against the control panel and turned on all

the lights, The aircraft was then right over cologne.
8. The flight engineer almost fell through the shattered astrodome when the

Halifax was upside down. He hung head down in the slipstream. He was only

kept from falling Because his shoulders were too Broad to go through the

cowling.
9. The doors of the rear-turret got jammed and the gunner was trapped when the

pilot gave the order to bale out. He hacked his way out with an axe only
to find that the pilot had cancelled his order, while he was hacking at the

doors the aircraft had dived 14,000 feet.

10. The navigator was almost out of the escape hatch when the pilot told him that

there was no need to bale out after all.

The captain was a Canadian, Squadron Leader E.G. Gilmore, "We had just dropped

our bombs on Cologne", he said, "when one of the crew reported that fighters were

following us. I swerved, But while we were still trying to get away we were caught

in a cone of searchlights.

"Flak blew off the starboard inner propeller and the astrodome, punched holes

in the fuselage, wings and aileron, and threw the aircraft oven on its back. All the

engines stopped together, and we whirled into a dive.

"The aircraft fell from 18,000 to 4,000 feet and I gave the order to bale out. The

navigator almost got clear. But I called him Back just in time. The rear-gunner told

me over the intercomm. that he was hacking his way out of the jammed turret.

"In the twisting, turning, rolling dive a parachute broke loose and, after smashing

the master compass, got jammed between the control column and instrument panel.

Suddenly all the landing lights went on. We were 4,000 feet above the target, lit up

for the gunners to sec us.

"Only two of my engines were working properly at this stage, and we had lost so

much height that it was no good trying to take evasive action. Besides, some of the

Bomb doors were open, and the Halifax was very difficult to manoeuvre.
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"The only thing I could do was to fly straight end level, and somehow we got
out of the searchlights without being badlyhit again. The third engine had now

picked up.

"We thought that our troubles were now over, but when we got over the enemy

coast we were caught by searchlights again. By good luck we escaped. navigation

was just about as difficult as it could be. We had lost the master compass and we

had to find our way back to base on the bomb-aimer's compass. It was quite a trip."
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