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EX-BOMBER PILOT BAGS TWO DORNIERS IN ONE NIGHT

Two enemy raiders shot down within half an hour of each other one night

recently, fell to the guns of a Wing Commander who was formerly a bomber pilot. Now

he leads a Fighter Command Beaufighter Squadron.

’’The first gave us rather a ’shaky do’”, said the Wing Commander, who holds

the D.F.C. and bar, ”We were flying a few hundred feet below him over the sea when

he suddenly dropped a parachute mine. I saw it leave the bomber - a Dornier 217 -

and it missed us by inches.”

The night was very dark and the enemy aircraft kept dodging about to shake off

the Beaufighter, but the Wing Commander hung on to the Dornier.

”1 must have been somewhere near the French coast when I thought I was near

enough to have a crack at him,” he added. ”1 closed in and gave him a long burst.

His port engine caught fire and he fell back past me.

”As I turned to make another attack he hit the water, and it was only then that

I saw by the light of the blazing Dornier, now enveloped in flame, that we were only
10 feet-above the sea.”

A few minutes afterwards the Beaufighter cane across another Dornier 217. A

long chase ensued, in and out of wispy cloud, with the bomber vainly trying to shake

off its pursuer.

"I overhauled this one,” said the Wing Commander, ”and gave it a quick squirt.

I thought I had missed him because, as I overtook him, he slid underneath me. But

as I turned back I saw the Dornier burst into flames and hit the sea behind me. A

column of smoke about 100 feet high rose from the burning aircraft on the water.”

This bomber pilot turned night fighter has been in the R.A.F. for nearly five

years. In that time he has been on operations over Berlin, Sicily, served in the

Middle East and at Malta, and has made flights to Iceland and Gibraltar.

The Wing Commander is a B.A. Honours Graduate of Cambridge, where he stroked his

college boat and was a member of the University Air Squadron*


